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Summary:
The Imitation of Christ by Thomas a
Kempis is a spiritual classic that has been
read and cherished by millions of readers
for centuries. It is a book of meditations
and reflections on the life of Jesus Christ
and how to imitate Him in our own lives.
The book is divided into four books, each
focusing on a different aspect of the
Christian life. The first book focuses on the
inner life of the Christian, emphasizing the
importance of humility, obedience, and
self-denial. The second book focuses on
the spiritual life, emphasizing the
importance of prayer, meditation, and
contemplation. The third book focuses on
the outward life of the Christian,
emphasizing the importance of charity,
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service, and good works. The fourth book
focuses on the Christian's relationship with
God, emphasizing the importance of faith,
hope, and love. Throughout the book,
Kempis emphasizes the importance of
living a life of simplicity and devotion to
God. He encourages readers to seek
God's will in all things and to strive to be
like Christ in their thoughts, words, and
deeds. The Imitation of Christ is a timeless
classic that has inspired generations of
readers to live a life of faith and devotion
to God. 

Main ideas:
#1.      Put God first: We should always
strive to put God first in our lives, and
to seek His will in all that we do. This
will help us to live a life of humility and
obedience to Godâ€™s will.

We should always strive to put God first in
our lives, and to seek His will in all that we
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do. This means that we should make God
the center of our lives, and that we should
strive to live in accordance with His will.
We should strive to make decisions that
are in line with His will, and to live our lives
in a way that honors Him. We should also
strive to be obedient to His commands,
and to seek His guidance in all that we do.

Putting God first in our lives will help us to
live a life of humility and obedience to
God's will. We should strive to be humble
before God, and to recognize that He is
the one who is in control of our lives. We
should also strive to be obedient to His
commands, and to seek His guidance in all
that we do. This will help us to live a life
that is pleasing to God, and that is in line
with His will.

Finally, we should strive to put God first in
our lives by seeking to serve Him in all that
we do. We should strive to use our gifts
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and talents to serve Him, and to bring
glory to His name. We should also strive to
be a witness for Him in our daily lives, and
to share the good news of the gospel with
those around us. By putting God first in our
lives, we can live a life that is pleasing to
Him and that brings Him glory.

#2.      Love of God: We should strive to
love God above all else, and to seek His
will in all that we do. This will help us to
live a life of faith and devotion to God.

The love of God should be our highest
priority in life. We should strive to love God
above all else, and to seek His will in all
that we do. This will help us to live a life of
faith and devotion to God. We should
strive to be obedient to His commands,
and to seek His guidance in all that we do.
We should also strive to be humble and to
recognize that God is the source of all
good things. We should strive to be
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thankful for all that He has done for us,
and to show our love for Him through our
actions.

We should also strive to be mindful of
Gods presence in our lives. We should
strive to be aware of His love and grace,
and to recognize that He is always with us.
We should strive to be mindful of His will
and to seek His guidance in all that we do.
We should strive to be obedient to His
commands, and to seek His guidance in all
that we do.

The love of God should be our highest
priority in life. We should strive to love Him
with all our heart, soul, and mind. We
should strive to be obedient to His
commands, and to seek His guidance in all
that we do. We should strive to be humble
and to recognize that God is the source of
all good things. We should strive to be
thankful for all that He has done for us,
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and to show our love for Him through our
actions.

#3.      Humility: We should strive to be
humble and to put Godâ€™s will before
our own. This will help us to live a life
of humility and obedience to Godâ€™s
will.

Humility is an important virtue that we
should strive to embody in our lives. We
should strive to put God's will before our
own and to live a life of humility and
obedience to God's will. This means that
we should be willing to accept God's will
even when it is not what we would choose
for ourselves. We should be willing to
accept God's guidance and direction in our
lives, even when it is not what we would
have chosen for ourselves. We should
also be willing to accept criticism and
correction from others, and to learn from
our mistakes. By living a life of humility, we
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can be sure that we are living in
accordance with God's will and that we are
honoring Him in all that we do. 

Humility also means that we should be
willing to recognize our own limitations and
weaknesses. We should be willing to admit
when we are wrong and to accept
responsibility for our mistakes. We should
also be willing to accept help from others
and to recognize that we are not perfect.
By being humble, we can learn from our
mistakes and grow in our faith and
understanding of God's will. 

Finally, humility means that we should be
willing to serve others and to put their
needs before our own. We should be
willing to put the needs of others before
our own desires and to be willing to help
those in need. By living a life of humility,
we can be sure that we are living in
accordance with God's will and that we are
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honoring Him in all that we do. 

#4.      Self-denial: We should strive to
deny ourselves and to put Godâ€™s
will before our own. This will help us to
live a life of self-denial and obedience
to Godâ€™s will.

Self-denial is an important part of living a
life of faith. We should strive to deny
ourselves and to put God's will before our
own. This means that we should be willing
to give up our own desires and ambitions
in order to follow God's plan for our lives.
We should be willing to sacrifice our own
comfort and convenience in order to serve
God and others. Self-denial is not easy,
but it is necessary if we are to live a life of
obedience to God's will.

When we deny ourselves, we are showing
our commitment to God and His will. We
are saying that we are willing to put His
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desires before our own. We are also
showing that we are willing to put our trust
in Him and to follow His guidance.
Self-denial is a way of showing our love
and devotion to God and it is an important
part of living a life of faith.

Self-denial is not easy, but it is necessary
if we are to live a life of obedience to God's
will. We must be willing to give up our own
desires and ambitions in order to follow
God's plan for our lives. We must be
willing to sacrifice our own comfort and
convenience in order to serve God and
others. When we deny ourselves, we are
showing our commitment to God and His
will.

#5.      Patience: We should strive to be
patient and to put Godâ€™s will before
our own. This will help us to live a life
of patience and obedience to Godâ€™s
will.
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Patience is a virtue that is essential to
living a life of faith. We should strive to be
patient and to put God's will before our
own. This will help us to live a life of
patience and obedience to God's will.
When we are patient, we are able to
accept the things that God has planned for
us, even if they are difficult. We can trust
that God knows what is best for us and
that He will provide us with the strength
and courage to face any challenge. We
can also be patient with ourselves and with
others, understanding that everyone is on
their own journey and that we all have
different paths to take.

When we are patient, we can be more
open to the guidance of the Holy Spirit. We
can be more willing to listen to God's voice
and to follow His will. We can also be more
understanding and compassionate
towards others, recognizing that everyone
is on their own journey and that we all
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have different paths to take. Patience is a
virtue that can help us to live a life of faith
and to be more in tune with God's will.

#6.      Contentment: We should strive
to be content and to put Godâ€™s will
before our own. This will help us to live
a life of contentment and obedience to
Godâ€™s will.

Contentment is a virtue that we should all
strive to attain. It is a state of being
satisfied with what we have and not
desiring more than what is necessary. To
be content is to be at peace with ourselves
and our circumstances. It is to accept our
lot in life and to be thankful for the
blessings we have been given. 

The Imitation of Christ by Thomas a
Kempis encourages us to put God's will
before our own. When we do this, we can
live a life of contentment and obedience to
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God's will. We should strive to be content
with what we have and to be thankful for
the blessings we have been given. We
should also be willing to accept God's will
for our lives, even if it is not what we would
have chosen for ourselves. 

Contentment is a virtue that can bring us
peace and joy. It is a reminder that we
should be grateful for what we have and
not focus on what we don't have. We
should strive to be content and to put
God's will before our own. This will help us
to live a life of contentment and obedience
to God's will. 

#7.      Obedience: We should strive to
be obedient and to put Godâ€™s will
before our own. This will help us to live
a life of obedience and submission to
Godâ€™s will.

Obedience is an important virtue that we
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should strive to cultivate in our lives. It is a
sign of humility and submission to God's
will, and it is essential for living a life of
faith. When we are obedient to God, we
are showing our trust in Him and our
willingness to follow His commands. We
should strive to be obedient in all aspects
of our lives, from our relationships with
others to our daily decisions. We should
also strive to put God's will before our own,
and to seek His guidance in all that we do. 

The Imitation of Christ by Thomas a
Kempis is a classic work of Christian
literature that emphasizes the importance
of obedience. In it, Kempis encourages us
to be obedient to God's will and to put Him
first in all that we do. He reminds us that
obedience is a sign of humility and
submission to God's will, and that it is
essential for living a life of faith. He also
encourages us to be obedient in all
aspects of our lives, from our relationships
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with others to our daily decisions. 

Obedience is an important virtue that we
should strive to cultivate in our lives. It is a
sign of humility and submission to God's
will, and it is essential for living a life of
faith. We should strive to be obedient and
to put God's will before our own. This will
help us to live a life of obedience and
submission to God's will. By doing so, we
will be able to live a life of faith and trust in
God, and to seek His guidance in all that
we do. 

#8.      Self-control: We should strive to
have self-control and to put Godâ€™s
will before our own. This will help us to
live a life of self-control and obedience
to Godâ€™s will.

Self-control is an important virtue that we
should strive to cultivate in our lives. It is
the ability to resist temptation and to put

Page 15/39

https://books.kim/_coho_ref.php?ref=mpdf-v20230419-toplogo&url=https://books.kim


God's will before our own. When we
practice self-control, we are able to live a
life of obedience to God's will and to make
decisions that are in line with His will. This
can help us to live a life of holiness and to
be more in tune with God's will. 

The Imitation of Christ by Thomas a
Kempis encourages us to practice
self-control and to put God's will before our
own. He reminds us that when we practice
self-control, we are able to live a life of
obedience to God's will and to make
decisions that are in line with His will. This
can help us to live a life of holiness and to
be more in tune with God's will. 

We should strive to have self-control and
to put God's will before our own. This will
help us to live a life of self-control and
obedience to God's will. We should
remember that when we practice
self-control, we are able to live a life of
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holiness and to be more in tune with God's
will. This can help us to make decisions
that are in line with His will and to live a life
of obedience to God's will. 

#9.      Purity: We should strive to be
pure and to put Godâ€™s will before
our own. This will help us to live a life
of purity and obedience to Godâ€™s
will.

Purity is an important virtue that we should
strive to achieve. We should put God's will
before our own and strive to live a life of
purity and obedience to God's will. This
means that we should strive to be honest,
humble, and kind in our actions and words.
We should also strive to be forgiving and
understanding of others, and to be willing
to accept our own mistakes and
shortcomings. We should also strive to be
generous and to put the needs of others
before our own. By living a life of purity, we
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can be sure that we are living in
accordance with God's will and that we are
honoring Him in our actions.

The Imitation of Christ by Thomas a
Kempis is a great source of inspiration for
those who wish to live a life of purity. In
this book, Kempis encourages us to put
God's will before our own and to strive to
be obedient to His will. He also
encourages us to be humble and to accept
our own mistakes and shortcomings. He
also encourages us to be generous and to
put the needs of others before our own. By
following the teachings of Kempis, we can
be sure that we are living a life of purity
and obedience to God's will.

#10.      Mortification: We should strive
to mortify our flesh and to put
Godâ€™s will before our own. This will
help us to live a life of mortification and
obedience to Godâ€™s will.
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Mortification is an important part of the
Christian life. It is the practice of denying
ourselves and our desires in order to focus
on God and His will. We should strive to
put God's will before our own and to live a
life of obedience to Him. This means
denying ourselves of things that we may
want or desire, and instead focusing on
what God wants us to do. This can be
difficult, but it is necessary in order to live
a life of holiness and obedience to God.

Mortification is not just about denying
ourselves of physical pleasures, but also
of our pride and ego. We must strive to
humble ourselves before God and to put
His will before our own. We must be willing
to accept His will, even if it is not what we
want. This can be difficult, but it is
necessary in order to live a life of holiness
and obedience to God.

The Imitation of Christ by Thomas a
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Kempis is a great resource for learning
more about mortification and how to
practice it. It provides guidance on how to
deny ourselves and to put God's will
before our own. It also provides
encouragement and motivation to live a life
of holiness and obedience to God. By
reading and studying this book, we can
learn more about mortification and how to
practice it in our own lives.

#11.      Prayer: We should strive to pray
and to put Godâ€™s will before our
own. This will help us to live a life of
prayer and obedience to Godâ€™s will.

Prayer is an essential part of our
relationship with God. We should strive to
pray and to put God's will before our own.
This will help us to live a life of prayer and
obedience to God's will. When we pray, we
should be mindful of the fact that God is
always listening and that He is always
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ready to answer our prayers. We should
also remember that prayer is not just about
asking for things, but also about praising
God and thanking Him for all that He has
done for us. We should also be mindful of
the fact that prayer is not just about asking
for things, but also about listening to God
and seeking His guidance in our lives. 

When we pray, we should be humble and
sincere in our requests. We should also be
mindful of the fact that God knows our
hearts and our needs better than we do.
We should also be mindful of the fact that
prayer is not just about asking for things,
but also about trusting in God and His will
for our lives. We should also be mindful of
the fact that prayer is not just about asking
for things, but also about being open to
God's guidance and direction in our lives. 

When we pray, we should be mindful of
the fact that God is always with us and that
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He is always ready to answer our prayers.
We should also remember that prayer is
not just about asking for things, but also
about praising God and thanking Him for
all that He has done for us. We should
also be mindful of the fact that prayer is
not just about asking for things, but also
about listening to God and seeking His
guidance in our lives. 

#12.      Silence: We should strive to be
silent and to put Godâ€™s will before
our own. This will help us to live a life
of silence and obedience to Godâ€™s
will.

Silence is an important part of living a life
of faith. We should strive to be silent and
to put God's will before our own. This will
help us to live a life of obedience to God's
will and to be more in tune with His divine
plan. When we are silent, we can better
hear God's voice and be more open to His
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guidance. We can also be more mindful of
our own thoughts and feelings, and be
more aware of our own spiritual journey.
Silence can also help us to be more
mindful of our relationships with others,
and to be more compassionate and
understanding. In silence, we can be more
open to the beauty of the world around us,
and to the beauty of God's creation. 

Silence can also help us to be more
reflective and contemplative. We can take
time to reflect on our lives and to think
about our purpose and our place in the
world. We can also take time to meditate
and to pray, and to be more in tune with
our spiritual selves. Silence can also help
us to be more mindful of our actions and to
be more conscious of our words and
deeds. In silence, we can be more aware
of our own spiritual growth and
development, and to be more in tune with
our own spiritual journey. 
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By striving to be silent and to put God's will
before our own, we can live a life of
obedience to God's will and to be more in
tune with His divine plan. We can also be
more mindful of our own thoughts and
feelings, and be more aware of our own
spiritual journey. Silence can help us to be
more reflective and contemplative, and to
be more mindful of our actions and to be
more conscious of our words and deeds.
In silence, we can be more open to the
beauty of the world around us, and to the
beauty of God's creation. 

#13.      Simplicity: We should strive to
be simple and to put Godâ€™s will
before our own. This will help us to live
a life of simplicity and obedience to
Godâ€™s will.

Simplicity is a virtue that we should all
strive to embody. It is a way of living that

Page 24/39

https://books.kim/_coho_ref.php?ref=mpdf-v20230419-toplogo&url=https://books.kim


puts God's will before our own and helps
us to live a life of obedience to God's will.
By living simply, we can focus on what is
truly important and avoid the distractions
of the world. We can also be more mindful
of our actions and how they affect others.
Simplicity is a way of living that allows us
to be more present in the moment and to
be more aware of our own thoughts and
feelings. It is a way of living that can bring
us closer to God and to our true selves. 

Living a life of simplicity can also help us
to be more content with what we have. We
can learn to appreciate the small things in
life and to be grateful for the blessings we
have been given. We can also learn to be
more generous with our time and
resources, and to be more compassionate
towards others. Simplicity can help us to
be more mindful of our actions and to be
more aware of our impact on the world. 
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The Imitation of Christ by Thomas a
Kempis encourages us to strive for
simplicity in our lives. By living simply, we
can focus on what is truly important and be
more mindful of our actions. We can also
be more generous with our time and
resources, and be more compassionate
towards others. Simplicity can help us to
be more present in the moment and to be
more aware of our own thoughts and
feelings. It is a way of living that can bring
us closer to God and to our true selves. 

#14.      Self-examination: We should
strive to examine ourselves and to put
Godâ€™s will before our own. This will
help us to live a life of self-examination
and obedience to Godâ€™s will.

Self-examination is an important part of
living a life of faith. We should strive to
examine ourselves and to put God's will
before our own. This will help us to live a
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life of obedience to God's will and to be
more aware of our own thoughts and
actions. Through self-examination, we can
learn to recognize our own weaknesses
and strive to improve them. We can also
learn to recognize our strengths and use
them to serve God and others.
Self-examination can help us to become
more aware of our own spiritual journey
and to make sure that we are living in
accordance with God's will.

When we practice self-examination, we
can become more aware of our own
thoughts and actions. We can learn to
recognize our own weaknesses and strive
to improve them. We can also learn to
recognize our strengths and use them to
serve God and others. Through
self-examination, we can become more
aware of our own spiritual journey and to
make sure that we are living in accordance
with God's will. Self-examination can help
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us to become more aware of our own
thoughts and actions and to make sure
that we are living in accordance with God's
will.

The Imitation of Christ by Thomas a
Kempis encourages us to practice
self-examination. We should strive to
examine ourselves and to put God's will
before our own. This will help us to live a
life of obedience to God's will and to be
more aware of our own thoughts and
actions. Through self-examination, we can
learn to recognize our own weaknesses
and strive to improve them. We can also
learn to recognize our strengths and use
them to serve God and others.
Self-examination can help us to become
more aware of our own spiritual journey
and to make sure that we are living in
accordance with God's will.

#15.      Discretion: We should strive to
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be discreet and to put Godâ€™s will
before our own. This will help us to live
a life of discretion and obedience to
Godâ€™s will.

Discretion is an important virtue that we
should strive to cultivate in our lives. It is
the ability to make wise decisions and to
act in accordance with God's will.
Discretion is not only about making the
right decisions, but also about having the
courage to stand by them. We should
strive to be discreet and to put God's will
before our own. This will help us to live a
life of discretion and obedience to God's
will. 

Discretion is not only about making the
right decisions, but also about having the
courage to stand by them. We should be
willing to take risks and to make decisions
that may not be popular or easy. We
should be willing to stand up for what we
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believe in and to be willing to accept the
consequences of our decisions. We should
also be willing to accept criticism and to
learn from our mistakes. 

Discretion is also about being humble and
recognizing that we are not perfect. We
should be willing to admit our mistakes
and to learn from them. We should also be
willing to forgive others and to show mercy
and compassion. Discretion is about being
wise and understanding that our decisions
have consequences. We should strive to
make decisions that are in line with God's
will and that will bring glory to Him. 

#16.      Compassion: We should strive
to be compassionate and to put
Godâ€™s will before our own. This will
help us to live a life of compassion and
obedience to Godâ€™s will.

Compassion is an essential part of living a
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life of faith. We should strive to be
compassionate and to put God's will
before our own. This means that we
should be willing to put aside our own
desires and needs in order to serve God
and others. We should be willing to forgive
those who have wronged us, to show
mercy to those in need, and to be kind and
understanding to all. Compassion is a way
of living that is rooted in love and
understanding, and it is a way of life that
will bring us closer to God.

Living a life of compassion and obedience
to God's will is not always easy. It requires
us to be humble and to put the needs of
others before our own. We must be willing
to sacrifice our own comfort and desires in
order to serve God and others. We must
also be willing to forgive those who have
wronged us, to show mercy to those in
need, and to be kind and understanding to
all. By living a life of compassion and
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obedience to God's will, we can bring
peace and joy to our lives and to the lives
of those around us.

The Imitation of Christ by Thomas a
Kempis is a timeless classic that
encourages us to live a life of compassion
and obedience to God's will. It is a book
that reminds us of the importance of being
humble and of putting the needs of others
before our own. It is a book that
encourages us to be forgiving, merciful,
and kind to all. By following the teachings
of this book, we can live a life of
compassion and obedience to God's will
and bring peace and joy to our lives and to
the lives of those around us.

#17.      Forgiveness: We should strive
to forgive and to put Godâ€™s will
before our own. This will help us to live
a life of forgiveness and obedience to
Godâ€™s will.
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Forgiveness is an important part of living a
life of faith. We should strive to forgive and
to put God's will before our own. This will
help us to live a life of forgiveness and
obedience to God's will. We should strive
to forgive those who have wronged us,
even if it is difficult. We should also strive
to forgive ourselves for our own mistakes
and shortcomings. This will help us to
move forward in our lives and to live in
harmony with God's will.

When we forgive, we are showing our faith
in God and His plan for us. We are trusting
that He will bring us peace and joy, even
when we have been wronged. We are also
showing our faith in ourselves, that we can
move forward and learn from our mistakes.
Forgiveness is a sign of strength and
courage, and it is an important part of
living a life of faith.

Forgiveness is not easy, but it is essential
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for living a life of faith. We should strive to
forgive and to put God's will before our
own. This will help us to live a life of
forgiveness and obedience to God's will.
We should strive to forgive those who
have wronged us, even if it is difficult. We
should also strive to forgive ourselves for
our own mistakes and shortcomings. This
will help us to move forward in our lives
and to live in harmony with God's will.

#18.      Charity: We should strive to be
charitable and to put Godâ€™s will
before our own. This will help us to live
a life of charity and obedience to
Godâ€™s will.

Charity is an important part of living a life
of faith. We should strive to be charitable
and to put God's will before our own. This
means that we should be willing to give of
our time, energy, and resources to help
those in need. We should also be willing to
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forgive those who have wronged us and to
show mercy and compassion to those who
are suffering. By doing this, we can live a
life of charity and obedience to God's will.

The Imitation of Christ by Thomas a
Kempis encourages us to be charitable
and to put God's will before our own. It
teaches us that we should be willing to
give of our time, energy, and resources to
help those in need. We should also be
willing to forgive those who have wronged
us and to show mercy and compassion to
those who are suffering. By doing this, we
can live a life of charity and obedience to
God's will.

Living a life of charity is not always easy,
but it is essential to living a life of faith. We
should strive to be charitable and to put
God's will before our own. This will help us
to live a life of charity and obedience to
God's will. We should be willing to give of
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our time, energy, and resources to help
those in need. We should also be willing to
forgive those who have wronged us and to
show mercy and compassion to those who
are suffering. By doing this, we can live a
life of charity and obedience to God's will.

#19.      Fasting: We should strive to
fast and to put Godâ€™s will before our
own. This will help us to live a life of
fasting and obedience to Godâ€™s will.

Fasting is an important part of spiritual
growth and development. It is a way of
humbling ourselves before God and
seeking His will. When we fast, we are
denying ourselves of the physical
pleasures of life and instead focusing on
the spiritual. We are putting God's will
before our own and seeking His guidance.
This helps us to live a life of obedience to
God's will. 
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Fasting is not just about abstaining from
food, but also from other activities that can
distract us from God. We should strive to
fast from activities that can lead us away
from God's will. This includes activities
such as watching television, playing video
games, and engaging in gossip. We
should also strive to fast from negative
thoughts and feelings that can lead us
away from God's will. 

Fasting is a way of showing our
commitment to God and His will. It is a
way of humbling ourselves before Him and
seeking His guidance. We should strive to
fast and to put God's will before our own.
This will help us to live a life of fasting and
obedience to God's will. 

#20.      Death: We should strive to
prepare for death and to put Godâ€™s
will before our own. This will help us to
live a life of preparation and obedience
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to Godâ€™s will.

Death is an inevitable part of life, and it is
important to be prepared for it. In The
Imitation of Christ, Thomas a Kempis
encourages us to strive to put God's will
before our own and to live a life of
preparation and obedience to God's will.
He reminds us that death is a part of life
and that we should not be afraid of it, but
rather accept it as a part of our journey. He
encourages us to live our lives in such a
way that we are ready to meet our Maker
when the time comes. 

We should strive to live a life of faith and
obedience to God's will. We should strive
to be humble and to put God's will before
our own. We should strive to be obedient
to God's commands and to live a life of
service to others. We should strive to be
prepared for death and to accept it as a
part of our journey. We should strive to live
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a life of preparation and obedience to
God's will, so that when the time comes,
we are ready to meet our Maker.

Thank you for reading!

If you enjoyed this abstract, please share it
with your friends.

Page 39/39

https://books.kim/_coho_ref.php?ref=mpdf-v20230419-toplogo&url=https://books.kim
https://books.kim/_coho_ref.php?ref=mpdf230419sig-b166&url=https://books.kim

