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Summary:
A Year in Provence is a 1989 book by
Peter Mayle that tells the story of his first
year in Provence, France. The book is a
humorous account of his experiences as
he and his wife, Jennie, move from
London to a 200-year-old stone farmhouse
in the remote village of MÃ©nerbes. Mayle
details the joys and frustrations of
renovating the house, learning the local
customs, and dealing with the language
barrier. He also introduces the reader to
the colorful characters he meets along the
way, from the local builders and
tradesmen to the eccentric expatriates
who have made Provence their home. 

The book is divided into twelve chapters,
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each one covering a month of the year. In
January, Mayle and his wife move into
their new home and begin the process of
renovating it. In February, they hire a local
builder to help with the renovations and
begin to explore the local area. In March,
they attend a local festival and meet some
of their new neighbors. April brings a visit
from Mayle's parents and a trip to the local
market. Mayle and his wife also take a trip
to the nearby town of Aix-en-Provence. In
June, they attend a local wedding and
explore the countryside. July brings a visit
from Mayle's brother and a trip to the
Mediterranean. August brings a heat wave
and a visit from a local vintner. September
brings the grape harvest and a visit from a
local truffle hunter. October brings a visit
from a local artist and a trip to the local
olive grove. November brings a visit from a
local chef and a trip to the local truffle
market. December brings a visit from a
local winemaker and a trip to the local

Page 3/36

https://books.kim/_coho_ref.php?ref=mpdf-v20230419-toplogo&url=https://books.kim


Christmas market. 

Throughout the book, Mayle's love of
Provence and its people shines through.
He paints a vivid picture of the region and
its people, and his enthusiasm for the area
is infectious. He also provides a unique
insight into the culture and customs of
Provence, as well as the challenges of
living in a foreign country. A Year in
Provence is a delightful and entertaining
read that will leave readers with a
newfound appreciation for the region and
its people. 

Main ideas:
#1.      Moving to Provence: Peter Mayle
and his wife move to Provence, France,
to start a new life in the countryside.
They quickly learn that life in Provence
is very different from life in England,
and they must adjust to the slower pace
and unique customs of the region.
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Peter Mayle and his wife had always
dreamed of living in the countryside, and
when they decided to move to Provence,
France, they were excited to start a new
life. They quickly realized that life in
Provence was very different from life in
England. The pace of life was slower, and
the customs and traditions of the region
were unique. 

The couple had to learn how to navigate
the local markets, find the best
restaurants, and make friends with the
locals. They also had to adjust to the hot
summers and cold winters, and the
occasional disruption of the local festivals.
Despite the challenges, they soon found
themselves falling in love with the region
and its people. 

The Mayles embraced the ProvenÃ§al
way of life, and soon they were enjoying
the simple pleasures of the countryside.
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They explored the local villages, tasted the
regional cuisine, and experienced the
beauty of the landscape. They also found
themselves becoming part of the
community, and they made many friends
in the area. 

The Mayles move to Provence was a
life-changing experience, and they soon
found themselves feeling at home in the
region. They had embraced the
ProvenÃ§al way of life, and they were
happy to be part of the community. They
had found a new home in Provence, and
they were grateful for the opportunity to
experience the unique culture and
customs of the region.

#2.      Local Customs: Peter and his
wife explore the local customs of
Provence, from the markets to the
festivals, and learn to appreciate the
unique culture of the region. They also
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discover the importance of the local
cuisine and the joys of the
Mediterranean lifestyle.

Peter and his wife explored the local
customs of Provence with enthusiasm.
They visited the bustling markets, where
they sampled the local produce and
enjoyed the vibrant atmosphere. They
attended festivals, where they experienced
the unique culture of the region and the joy
of the Mediterranean lifestyle. They also
discovered the importance of the local
cuisine, learning to appreciate the flavors
and textures of the regions traditional
dishes.

The couple also took the time to explore
the countryside, visiting small villages and
taking in the stunning views. They were
amazed by the beauty of the region and
the hospitality of the locals. Everywhere
they went, they were welcomed with open
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arms and treated to a warm and friendly
atmosphere.

Peter and his wife were delighted to have
the opportunity to experience the local
customs of Provence. They left with a
newfound appreciation for the culture and
cuisine of the region, and a deep
understanding of the Mediterranean
lifestyle.

#3.      Language Barrier: Peter and his
wife must overcome the language
barrier in order to communicate with
the locals. They learn some French, but
also rely on the kindness of the locals
to help them understand the language
and culture.

Peter and his wife had a difficult time
adjusting to life in Provence. One of the
biggest challenges they faced was the
language barrier. Although they had
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studied French before their move, they
found it difficult to understand the locals.
They were often met with blank stares
when they tried to communicate in French.

In order to bridge the language gap, Peter
and his wife decided to take classes in
French. They also made an effort to learn
some of the local dialects. Despite their
best efforts, they still found it difficult to
understand the locals. Fortunately, the
locals were very kind and patient with
them. They often helped them to
understand the language and culture
better.

Peter and his wife eventually overcame
the language barrier. They were able to
communicate with the locals and even
make some friends. Although it was a
difficult process, they were glad that they
had taken the time to learn the language
and culture. It made their experience in
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Provence much more enjoyable.

#4.      Renovating the House: Peter and
his wife purchase a house in Provence
and must renovate it to make it livable.
They must deal with the bureaucracy of
the French government and the
challenges of finding reliable
contractors to complete the work.

Peter and his wife were excited to
purchase a house in Provence, but they
soon realized that the house needed a lot
of work before it could be livable. They had
to navigate the bureaucracy of the French
government to get the necessary permits
and approvals for the renovations. They
also had to find reliable contractors to do
the work, which was a challenge in itself. 

The couple had to make decisions about
what renovations to do and how to
prioritize them. They had to consider the
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cost of the renovations, the timeline for
completion, and the quality of the work.
They also had to make sure that the
renovations were in line with the local
building codes and regulations. 

The renovation process was a long and
arduous one, but in the end, Peter and his
wife were able to make their house in
Provence livable. They had to overcome
many obstacles, but they were ultimately
successful in their endeavor. 

#5.      Local Cuisine: Peter and his wife
explore the local cuisine of Provence,
from the markets to the restaurants.
They learn to appreciate the unique
flavors of the region and the
importance of fresh ingredients.

Peter and his wife were eager to explore
the local cuisine of Provence. They visited
the markets, where they found an
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abundance of fresh, local ingredients.
They sampled the regional specialties,
such as ratatouille, bouillabaisse, and
tapenade. They also enjoyed the local
wines, which were full of flavor and
complexity. 

The couple soon realized that the key to
the local cuisine was freshness. The
ingredients were always of the highest
quality, and the dishes were prepared with
care and attention. They also appreciated
the importance of seasonality, as the
dishes changed with the availability of
ingredients. 

Peter and his wife soon developed a deep
appreciation for the local cuisine of
Provence. They enjoyed the unique flavors
and the importance of fresh ingredients.
They also learned to appreciate the
regional specialties and the local wines. It
was a culinary journey that they would
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never forget. 

#6.      Local Wine: Peter and his wife
explore the local wine of Provence,
from the vineyards to the cellars. They
learn to appreciate the unique flavors of
the region and the importance of the
local winemakers.

Peter and his wife were eager to explore
the local wine of Provence. They visited
the vineyards, learning about the different
grapes and the techniques used to
produce the wines. They also visited the
cellars, where the wines were aged and
stored. They were amazed by the unique
flavors of the region and the dedication of
the local winemakers.

The couple soon developed a deep
appreciation for the local wines. They
enjoyed learning about the different
varieties and the stories behind them.
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They also enjoyed the opportunity to
sample the wines and discuss them with
the winemakers. They found that the wines
of Provence were truly unique and special.

Peter and his wifes exploration of the local
wine of Provence was an eye-opening
experience. They gained a greater
understanding of the region and its culture,
and a newfound appreciation for the
wines. They were proud to be able to
share their newfound knowledge with
others.

#7.      Local Festivals: Peter and his
wife explore the local festivals of
Provence, from the markets to the
celebrations. They learn to appreciate
the unique culture of the region and the
importance of the local traditions.

Peter and his wife were eager to explore
the local festivals of Provence. From the
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bustling markets to the vibrant
celebrations, they were captivated by the
unique culture of the region. They were
amazed by the importance of the local
traditions, and the way they were
celebrated with such enthusiasm.

The couple attended a variety of festivals,
from the lavender festival in Valensole to
the olive festival in Aix-en-Provence. They
sampled the local delicacies, watched
traditional dances, and listened to the
music of the region. Everywhere they
went, they were welcomed with open arms
and treated like family.

The festivals were a great way for Peter
and his wife to learn more about the
culture of Provence. They were able to
appreciate the beauty of the region and
the importance of its traditions. They left
the festivals with a newfound appreciation
for the region and its people.

Page 15/36

https://books.kim/_coho_ref.php?ref=mpdf-v20230419-toplogo&url=https://books.kim


#8.      Local Wildlife: Peter and his wife
explore the local wildlife of Provence,
from the birds to the wild boar. They
learn to appreciate the unique beauty of
the region and the importance of
conservation.

Peter and his wife were amazed by the
local wildlife of Provence. From the birds
that flew overhead to the wild boar that
roamed the countryside, they were
captivated by the beauty of the region.
They took the time to observe and
appreciate the animals, learning about
their habits and habitats. They also
became aware of the importance of
conservation, understanding that the
wildlife of Provence was a precious
resource that needed to be protected.

The couple took every opportunity to
explore the local wildlife, from hikes in the
countryside to visits to the local zoo. They
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were amazed by the variety of species
they encountered, from the majestic
eagles to the tiny lizards. They also
enjoyed the chance to observe the animals
in their natural environment, watching the
wild boar forage for food and the birds
soar through the sky.

Peter and his wifes appreciation of the
local wildlife of Provence was a highlight of
their year in the region. They were inspired
by the beauty of the animals and the
importance of conservation, and they took
away a greater understanding of the
region and its inhabitants.

#9.      Local People: Peter and his wife
explore the local people of Provence,
from the farmers to the shopkeepers.
They learn to appreciate the unique
culture of the region and the
importance of the local community.
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Peter and his wife were eager to explore
the local people of Provence. They visited
the farmers, who shared their knowledge
of the land and the local produce. They
also visited the shopkeepers, who were
proud to show off their wares and tell
stories of the region. Everywhere they
went, Peter and his wife were welcomed
with open arms and treated with kindness
and respect.

Through their interactions with the locals,
Peter and his wife began to appreciate the
unique culture of Provence. They learned
about the importance of the local
community and the value of the regions
traditions. They also gained a greater
understanding of the people and their way
of life.

Peter and his wifes journey through
Provence was an eye-opening experience.
They discovered a vibrant culture and a
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strong sense of community. They also
gained a newfound appreciation for the
local people and their way of life.

#10.      Local Politics: Peter and his
wife explore the local politics of
Provence, from the mayors to the
government. They learn to appreciate
the unique culture of the region and the
importance of the local government.

Peter and his wife explored the local
politics of Provence with great interest.
They attended town hall meetings, met
with the mayor and other local officials,
and learned about the government of the
region. They discovered the unique culture
of Provence, and the importance of the
local government in preserving it. They
also learned about the various laws and
regulations that governed the region, and
the ways in which the local government
interacted with the national government.
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The couple also visited the various villages
and towns of Provence, and spoke with
the people who lived there. They heard
stories of the regions history, and the
struggles of the people to maintain their
culture and traditions. They also learned
about the various political parties and their
platforms, and the ways in which the local
government interacted with the people.
Through their exploration of local politics,
Peter and his wife gained a greater
appreciation for the unique culture of
Provence, and the importance of the local
government in preserving it.

#11.      Local History: Peter and his
wife explore the local history of
Provence, from the ancient ruins to the
modern monuments. They learn to
appreciate the unique culture of the
region and the importance of the local
heritage.
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Peter and his wife explored the local
history of Provence with enthusiasm. They
visited ancient ruins, such as the Roman
amphitheater in Arles, and modern
monuments, like the hilltop village of Les
Baux-de-Provence. Everywhere they went,
they were struck by the unique culture of
the region and the importance of its local
heritage.

They learned about the regions long
history, from the Celts and Romans to the
medieval and Renaissance eras. They
discovered the stories behind the regions
famous landmarks, such as the Pont du
Gard aqueduct and the Palais des Papes
in Avignon. They also explored the regions
vibrant art and music scene, from the
works of Van Gogh and CÃ©zanne to the
traditional ProvenÃ§al folk songs.

By the end of their journey, Peter and his
wife had gained a deep appreciation for
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the local history of Provence. They had
seen firsthand the beauty of the region and
the importance of preserving its unique
culture and heritage.

#12.      Local Art: Peter and his wife
explore the local art of Provence, from
the galleries to the museums. They
learn to appreciate the unique culture
of the region and the importance of the
local artists.

Peter and his wife explored the local art of
Provence with enthusiasm. They visited
galleries and museums, taking in the
unique culture of the region and the
importance of the local artists. They were
amazed by the vibrant colors and intricate
designs of the artwork, and the stories
behind them. They were also fascinated by
the history of the region, and the way it
had been shaped by the art of its people. 
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The couple was particularly taken with the
traditional ProvenÃ§al pottery, which was
often decorated with intricate patterns and
bright colors. They also enjoyed the
paintings of the region, which often
depicted scenes of everyday life in
Provence. They were also drawn to the
sculptures, which often depicted the
region's history and culture. 

Peter and his wife were inspired by the
local art of Provence, and they took home
many pieces to remember their time there.
They also took away a newfound
appreciation for the culture and art of the
region, and the importance of the local
artists. 

#13.      Local Music: Peter and his wife
explore the local music of Provence,
from the concerts to the festivals. They
learn to appreciate the unique culture
of the region and the importance of the
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local musicians.

Peter and his wife explored the local music
of Provence with enthusiasm. They
attended concerts and festivals, and were
amazed by the unique culture of the
region. The local musicians were highly
respected, and their music was an integral
part of the culture. Peter and his wife were
captivated by the music, and they soon
found themselves deeply immersed in the
culture of Provence.

The music of Provence was a source of
joy and inspiration for Peter and his wife.
They were amazed by the skill and
passion of the local musicians, and they
soon found themselves attending concerts
and festivals on a regular basis. They were
also able to appreciate the importance of
the local music to the culture of Provence,
and they found themselves becoming
more and more involved in the local music
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scene.

Peter and his wifes appreciation of the
local music of Provence was a source of
great pleasure for them. They were able to
experience the unique culture of the
region, and to understand the importance
of the local musicians. They were also
able to appreciate the beauty and power of
the music, and to understand why it was
so important to the people of Provence.

#14.      Local Sports: Peter and his wife
explore the local sports of Provence,
from the soccer matches to the cycling
races. They learn to appreciate the
unique culture of the region and the
importance of the local athletes.

Peter and his wife explored the local
sports of Provence with enthusiasm. They
attended soccer matches and cycling
races, and were amazed by the passion of
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the local athletes. They were also struck
by the unique culture of the region, and the
importance of sports to the people of
Provence. 

The couple found themselves drawn to the
local sports, and soon became regular
attendees at the matches and races. They
were welcomed by the locals, and soon
felt like part of the community. They were
able to appreciate the skill and dedication
of the athletes, and the unique atmosphere
of the events. 

Peter and his wife were inspired by the
local sports of Provence, and the
importance of sports to the people of the
region. They were able to gain a deeper
understanding of the culture and the
people, and to appreciate the unique
beauty of the region. 

#15.      Local Shopping: Peter and his
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wife explore the local shopping of
Provence, from the markets to the
boutiques. They learn to appreciate the
unique culture of the region and the
importance of the local merchants.

Peter and his wife explored the local
shopping of Provence with enthusiasm.
From the bustling markets to the quaint
boutiques, they were captivated by the
unique culture of the region. They were
amazed by the variety of goods available,
from fresh produce to handmade crafts.
They were also struck by the importance
of the local merchants, who provided a
vital service to the community. 

The couple enjoyed discovering the hidden
gems of Provence, from the small
family-run stores to the larger department
stores. They were delighted to find that the
local merchants were passionate about
their craft and eager to share their
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knowledge. They also appreciated the
friendly atmosphere of the markets, where
they could chat with the vendors and learn
more about the region. 

Peter and his wife were delighted to find
that the local shopping of Provence was
an experience unlike any other. They were
able to appreciate the unique culture of the
region and the importance of the local
merchants. It was an experience that they
would never forget. 

#16.      Local Weather: Peter and his
wife explore the local weather of
Provence, from the heat of the summer
to the chill of the winter. They learn to
appreciate the unique climate of the
region and the importance of the local
weather patterns.

Peter and his wife explored the local
weather of Provence, from the heat of the
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summer to the chill of the winter. They
found that the climate of Provence was
unique, with its own distinct weather
patterns. In the summer, the days were hot
and dry, with temperatures often reaching
into the high 30s. The nights were cooler,
and the air was filled with the scent of
lavender and rosemary. In the winter, the
temperatures dropped, and the days were
often cold and wet. The snow-capped
mountains of the Alps provided a stunning
backdrop to the winter landscape.

Peter and his wife learned to appreciate
the local weather of Provence. They
enjoyed the warm days of summer, and
the crisp, cold days of winter. They also
learned to appreciate the importance of
the local weather patterns, and how they
affected the lives of the people living in the
region. They found that the weather was
an integral part of the culture and lifestyle
of Provence, and that it was something to
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be cherished and respected.

#17.      Local Landscape: Peter and his
wife explore the local landscape of
Provence, from the mountains to the
sea. They learn to appreciate the
unique beauty of the region and the
importance of the local environment.

Peter and his wife explored the local
landscape of Provence, from the
mountains to the sea. They were amazed
by the beauty of the region, with its rolling
hills, lush vineyards, and picturesque
villages. They also discovered the
importance of the local environment, from
the fragrant lavender fields to the olive
groves and the wild herbs that grew in the
hills. They learned to appreciate the
unique culture of the region, from the local
cuisine to the traditional music and art.
They also enjoyed the local festivals and
markets, where they could sample the
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local produce and meet the friendly locals.

The couple also took time to explore the
regions history, visiting ancient ruins and
learning about the regions past. They were
fascinated by the stories of the Romans,
the Celts, and the Moors who had all left
their mark on the region. They also
enjoyed the stunning views of the
Mediterranean Sea, and the rugged
coastline that stretched out before them.

Peter and his wifes exploration of the local
landscape of Provence was an
unforgettable experience. They left with a
deep appreciation for the unique beauty of
the region and the importance of the local
environment.

#18.      Local Culture: Peter and his
wife explore the local culture of
Provence, from the art to the music.
They learn to appreciate the unique
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culture of the region and the
importance of the local customs.

Peter and his wife explored the local
culture of Provence with enthusiasm. They
visited the local markets, sampled the
regional cuisine, and attended festivals
and concerts. They were amazed by the
vibrant art scene, with its colorful murals
and sculptures. They also enjoyed the
traditional music of the region, with its
unique blend of folk and classical styles.

The couple also took the time to learn
about the local customs and traditions.
They discovered the importance of the
ProvenÃ§al language, and the significance
of the region's history and culture. They
were fascinated by the stories of the
people who had lived in the area for
generations, and the unique customs that
had been passed down through the
generations.
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Peter and his wife found that exploring the
local culture of Provence was a rewarding
experience. They gained a greater
appreciation for the region and its people,
and a deeper understanding of the
importance of preserving the local culture
and traditions.

#19.      Local Religion: Peter and his
wife explore the local religion of
Provence, from the churches to the
festivals. They learn to appreciate the
unique culture of the region and the
importance of the local faith.

Peter and his wife were fascinated by the
local religion of Provence. They visited the
churches and attended festivals, learning
about the unique culture of the region and
the importance of the local faith. They
were amazed by the beauty of the
churches and the devotion of the people
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who attended the services. They also
enjoyed the festivals, which were filled with
music, dancing, and feasting. 

The couple was particularly struck by the
reverence with which the locals treated
their religion. They noticed that the people
of Provence had a deep respect for their
faith and its traditions. They also observed
that the locals were very welcoming and
generous to visitors, and that the festivals
were a great way to get to know the locals
and learn more about their culture. 

Peter and his wife were deeply moved by
their experiences in Provence. They had a
newfound appreciation for the local religion
and its traditions. They also gained a
greater understanding of the importance of
faith in the lives of the people of Provence.

#20.      Local Economy: Peter and his
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wife explore the local economy of
Provence, from the farmers to the
shopkeepers. They learn to appreciate
the unique culture of the region and the
importance of the local businesses.

Peter and his wife explored the local
economy of Provence with enthusiasm.
They visited the farmers and the
shopkeepers, learning about the unique
culture of the region and the importance of
the local businesses. They discovered the
local markets, where they could buy fresh
produce and other goods, and the small
shops that sold handmade items. They
also visited the wineries and tasted the
local wines, learning about the different
varieties and the history of the region.

The couple also enjoyed the local
restaurants, sampling the regional cuisine
and learning about the traditional dishes.
They were amazed by the variety of
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flavors and the quality of the ingredients.
They also appreciated the hospitality of the
locals, who welcomed them with open
arms and shared their stories and
experiences.

Peter and his wife were delighted to
discover the local economy of Provence.
They found that it was a vibrant and
diverse place, full of interesting people and
unique experiences. They were proud to
be part of the local community and to
support the local businesses.

Thank you for reading!

If you enjoyed this abstract, please share it
with your friends.
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