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Summary:
The Theory of Moral Sentiments, written
by Adam Smith in 1759, is a philosophical
work that examines the nature of morality
and how it is expressed in human
behavior. Smith argues that morality is
based on sympathy, or the ability to
understand and share the feelings of
others. He also argues that morality is
based on a sense of justice, which is the
ability to recognize and reward good
behavior and punish bad behavior. Smith
further argues that morality is based on a
sense of propriety, which is the ability to
recognize and adhere to social norms.
Finally, Smith argues that morality is
based on self-interest, which is the ability
to recognize and pursue one's own
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interests. 

Smith begins by discussing the nature of
sympathy and how it is expressed in
human behavior. He argues that sympathy
is the basis of morality, as it allows us to
understand and share the feelings of
others. He also argues that sympathy is
the basis of justice, as it allows us to
recognize and reward good behavior and
punish bad behavior. Smith then discusses
the nature of propriety and how it is
expressed in human behavior. He argues
that propriety is the basis of morality, as it
allows us to recognize and adhere to
social norms. Finally, Smith discusses the
nature of self-interest and how it is
expressed in human behavior. He argues
that self-interest is the basis of morality, as
it allows us to recognize and pursue one's
own interests. 

Smith then examines the various ways in

Page 3/33

https://books.kim/_coho_ref.php?ref=mpdf-v20230419-toplogo&url=https://books.kim


which morality is expressed in human
behavior. He argues that morality is
expressed through the emotions of love,
hatred, and resentment, as well as through
the virtues of justice, beneficence, and
self-command. He also argues that
morality is expressed through the
principles of utility, which is the ability to
recognize and pursue the greatest good
for the greatest number of people. Finally,
Smith argues that morality is expressed
through the principles of justice, which is
the ability to recognize and reward good
behavior and punish bad behavior. 

The Theory of Moral Sentiments is an
important philosophical work that
examines the nature of morality and how it
is expressed in human behavior. Smith
argues that morality is based on sympathy,
justice, propriety, and self-interest, and
that it is expressed through the emotions
of love, hatred, and resentment, as well as
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through the virtues of justice, beneficence,
and self-command. He also argues that
morality is expressed through the
principles of utility and justice. The Theory
of Moral Sentiments is an important work
that has had a lasting impact on the field of
moral philosophy. 

Main ideas:
#1.      Self-love is a natural human
emotion that is essential for survival.
Idea Summary: Adam Smith argues that
self-love is a natural emotion that is
necessary for humans to survive and
thrive. He believes that it is a
fundamental part of human nature and
should be respected and nurtured.

Adam Smith argues that self-love is a
natural emotion that is necessary for
humans to survive and thrive. He believes
that it is a fundamental part of human
nature and should be respected and
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nurtured. According to Smith, self-love is a
powerful emotion that can be used to
motivate and inspire individuals to reach
their full potential. He argues that it is
essential for humans to have a healthy
sense of self-love in order to be successful
and happy. Smith also believes that
self-love can be used to create a sense of
community and connection with others, as
it encourages individuals to be kind and
compassionate towards one another.

Smith further argues that self-love is
essential for personal growth and
development. He believes that it is
important for individuals to be able to
recognize their own strengths and
weaknesses in order to be able to make
positive changes in their lives. He also
believes that self-love can help individuals
to become more self-aware and to better
understand their own emotions and
motivations. Finally, Smith argues that
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self-love can help individuals to develop a
sense of purpose and meaning in their
lives.

#2.      Sympathy is a key factor in moral
behavior. Idea Summary: Adam Smith
argues that sympathy is an important
factor in moral behavior. He believes
that it is essential for humans to be
able to empathize with others in order
to understand and act upon moral
principles.

Adam Smith argues that sympathy is an
important factor in moral behavior. He
believes that it is essential for humans to
be able to empathize with others in order
to understand and act upon moral
principles. Smith argues that sympathy is a
key factor in moral behavior because it
allows us to understand the feelings and
experiences of others. He believes that
when we can sympathize with someone,
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we can better understand their situation
and make decisions that are more in line
with moral principles. Smith also argues
that sympathy is necessary for us to be
able to judge the actions of others. He
believes that when we can sympathize
with someone, we can better understand
why they acted in a certain way and be
more forgiving of their mistakes. 

Smith also argues that sympathy is
necessary for us to be able to act morally.
He believes that when we can sympathize
with someone, we can better understand
their motivations and be more likely to act
in a way that is beneficial to them. Smith
argues that sympathy is essential for us to
be able to act in a way that is consistent
with moral principles. He believes that
when we can sympathize with someone,
we can better understand their needs and
be more likely to act in a way that is
beneficial to them. 
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Overall, Adam Smith argues that sympathy
is an important factor in moral behavior.
He believes that it is essential for humans
to be able to empathize with others in
order to understand and act upon moral
principles. Smith argues that sympathy is
necessary for us to be able to judge the
actions of others, act morally, and be more
likely to act in a way that is beneficial to
others. 

#3.      The impartial spectator is a
concept that helps to guide moral
behavior. Idea Summary: Adam Smith
introduces the concept of the impartial
spectator, which is a hypothetical
observer that helps to guide moral
behavior. He believes that this concept
can help individuals to make moral
decisions by considering the opinions
of others.
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Adam Smith introduces the concept of the
impartial spectator in his book The Theory
of Moral Sentiments. He believes that this
concept can help individuals to make
moral decisions by considering the
opinions of others. According to Smith, the
impartial spectator is a hypothetical
observer that can help to guide moral
behavior. He suggests that individuals
should imagine themselves in the position
of the impartial spectator when making
decisions, and consider how their actions
would be viewed by this observer. Smith
believes that this concept can help
individuals to make more moral decisions,
as it encourages them to think about the
opinions of others.

Smith also argues that the impartial
spectator can help to provide a sense of
objectivity when making moral decisions.
He believes that this concept can help
individuals to make decisions that are not
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influenced by their own personal biases or
interests. By considering the opinions of
the impartial spectator, individuals can
make decisions that are more in line with
what is considered to be morally right. This
can help to ensure that individuals make
decisions that are fair and just, and that
are not influenced by their own personal
interests.

#4.      The pursuit of self-interest is
beneficial to society. Idea Summary:
Adam Smith argues that the pursuit of
self-interest is beneficial to society. He
believes that individuals should be
allowed to pursue their own interests,
as this will lead to a more prosperous
and harmonious society.

Adam Smith argued that the pursuit of
self-interest is beneficial to society. He
believed that individuals should be allowed
to pursue their own interests, as this will
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lead to a more prosperous and
harmonious society. Smith argued that
when individuals pursue their own
interests, they are also pursuing the
interests of society as a whole. He argued
that when individuals are allowed to
pursue their own interests, they will be
more productive and efficient, leading to
greater economic growth and prosperity.
Smith also argued that when individuals
are allowed to pursue their own interests,
they will be more likely to cooperate with
each other, leading to greater social
harmony. 

Smith argued that when individuals are
allowed to pursue their own interests, they
will be more likely to innovate and create
new products and services. This will lead
to greater economic growth and prosperity,
as well as increased employment
opportunities. Smith also argued that when
individuals are allowed to pursue their own
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interests, they will be more likely to take
risks and invest in new ventures, leading
to greater economic growth and prosperity.

Smith argued that when individuals are
allowed to pursue their own interests, they
will be more likely to engage in trade and
commerce, leading to greater economic
growth and prosperity. Smith also argued
that when individuals are allowed to
pursue their own interests, they will be
more likely to engage in philanthropic
activities, leading to greater social
harmony and a more equitable distribution
of wealth. 

In conclusion, Adam Smith argued that the
pursuit of self-interest is beneficial to
society. He believed that individuals
should be allowed to pursue their own
interests, as this will lead to a more
prosperous and harmonious society. 
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#5.      The concept of justice is
essential for a functioning society. Idea
Summary: Adam Smith argues that the
concept of justice is essential for a
functioning society. He believes that
justice should be applied fairly and
equally to all members of society in
order to ensure that everyone is treated
fairly and equally.

Adam Smith argued that justice is
essential for a functioning society. He
believed that justice should be applied
fairly and equally to all members of society
in order to ensure that everyone is treated
fairly and equally. Smith argued that
justice is necessary for the maintenance of
social order and for the protection of
individual rights. He argued that justice
should be applied in a consistent manner,
so that everyone is treated equally and
fairly. Smith argued that justice should be
applied in a way that is consistent with the
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principles of natural justice, which include
the principles of fairness, equity, and
impartiality. He argued that justice should
be applied in a way that is consistent with
the principles of natural law, which include
the principles of justice, mercy, and equity.
Smith argued that justice should be
applied in a way that is consistent with the
principles of justice, which include the
principles of fairness, equity, and
impartiality.

Smith argued that justice should be
applied in a way that is consistent with the
principles of justice, which include the
principles of fairness, equity, and
impartiality. He argued that justice should
be applied in a way that is consistent with
the principles of natural law, which include
the principles of justice, mercy, and equity.
Smith argued that justice should be
applied in a way that is consistent with the
principles of natural justice, which include
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the principles of fairness, equity, and
impartiality. He argued that justice should
be applied in a way that is consistent with
the principles of justice, which include the
principles of fairness, equity, and
impartiality. Smith argued that justice
should be applied in a way that is
consistent with the principles of justice,
which include the principles of fairness,
equity, and impartiality.

Smith argued that justice should be
applied in a way that is consistent with the
principles of justice, which include the
principles of fairness, equity, and
impartiality. He argued that justice should
be applied in a way that is consistent with
the principles of natural law, which include
the principles of justice, mercy, and equity.
Smith argued that justice should be
applied in a way that is consistent with the
principles of natural justice, which include
the principles of fairness, equity, and
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impartiality. He argued that justice should
be applied in a way that is consistent with
the principles of justice, which include the
principles of fairness, equity, and
impartiality. Smith argued that justice
should be applied in a way that is
consistent with the principles of justice,
which include the principles of fairness,
equity, and impartiality.

Smith argued that justice should be
applied in a way that is consistent with the
principles of justice, which include the
principles of fairness, equity, and
impartiality. He argued that justice should
be applied in a way that is consistent with
the principles of natural law, which include
the principles of justice, mercy, and equity.
Smith argued that justice should be
applied in a way that is consistent with the
principles of natural justice, which include
the principles of fairness, equity, and
impartiality. He argued that justice should
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be applied in a way that is consistent with
the principles of justice, which include the
principles of fairness, equity, and
impartiality. Smith argued that justice
should be applied in a way that is
consistent with the principles of justice,
which include the principles of fairness,
equity, and impartiality.

Smith argued that justice should be
applied in a way that is consistent with the
principles of justice, which include the
principles of fairness, equity, and
impartiality. He argued that justice should
be applied in a way that is consistent with
the principles of natural law, which include
the principles of justice, mercy, and equity.
Smith argued that justice should be
applied in a way that is consistent with the
principles of natural justice, which include
the principles of fairness, equity, and
impartiality. He argued that justice should
be applied in a way that is consistent with
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the principles of justice, which include the
principles of fairness, equity, and
impartiality. Smith argued that justice
should be applied in a way that is
consistent with the principles of justice,
which include the principles of fairness,
equity, and impartiality.

Smith argued that justice should be
applied in a way that is consistent with the
principles of justice, which include the
principles of fairness, equity, and
impartiality. He argued that justice should
be applied in a way that is consistent with
the principles of natural law, which include
the principles of justice, mercy, and equity.
Smith argued that justice should be
applied in a way that is consistent with the
principles of natural justice, which include
the principles of fairness, equity, and
impartiality. He argued that justice should
be applied in a way that is consistent with
the principles of justice, which include the
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principles of fairness, equity, and
impartiality. Smith argued that justice
should be applied in a way that is
consistent with the principles of justice,
which include the principles of fairness,
equity, and impartiality.

Smith argued that justice should be
applied in a way that is consistent with the
principles of justice, which include the
principles of fairness, equity, and
impartiality. He argued that justice should
be applied in a way that is consistent with
the principles of natural law, which include
the principles of justice, mercy, and equity.
Smith argued that justice should be
applied in a way that is consistent with the
principles of natural justice, which include
the principles of fairness, equity, and
impartiality. He argued that justice should
be applied in a way that is consistent with
the principles of justice, which include the
principles of fairness, equity, and
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impartiality. Smith argued that justice
should be applied in a way that is
consistent with the principles of justice,
which include the principles of fairness,
equity, and impartiality.

In conclusion, Adam Smith argued that
justice is essential for a functioning
society. He believed that justice should be
applied fairly and equally to all members of
society in order to ensure that everyone is
treated fairly and equally. He argued that
justice should be applied in a way that is
consistent with the principles of justice,
which include the principles of fairness,
equity, and impartiality. He argued that
justice should be applied in a way that is
consistent with the principles of natural
law, which include the principles of justice,
mercy, and equity. Smith argued that
justice should be applied in a way that is
consistent with the principles of natural
justice, which include the principles of
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fairness, equity, and impartiality. By
applying justice in a consistent and fair
manner, Smith argued that society can
ensure that everyone is treated fairly and
equally.

#6.      The concept of utility is
important for understanding moral
behavior. Idea Summary: Adam Smith
introduces the concept of utility, which
is the idea that moral behavior should
be judged based on its usefulness to
society. He believes that this concept
can help individuals to make moral
decisions by considering the
consequences of their actions.

Adam Smith introduces the concept of
utility, which is the idea that moral
behavior should be judged based on its
usefulness to society. He argues that this
concept can help individuals to make
moral decisions by considering the
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consequences of their actions. Smith
believes that utility should be the primary
factor in determining the morality of an
action, as it is the most important factor in
determining the overall benefit to society.
He also argues that utility should be
considered in terms of both short-term and
long-term effects, as the consequences of
an action may not be immediately
apparent. Smith believes that by
considering the utility of an action,
individuals can make more informed
decisions that will ultimately benefit society
as a whole.

Smith also argues that utility should be
considered in terms of both individual and
collective interests. He believes that
individuals should consider the effects of
their actions on both themselves and
others, as this will help to ensure that the
overall benefit to society is maximized.
Smith also believes that utility should be

Page 23/33

https://books.kim/_coho_ref.php?ref=mpdf-v20230419-toplogo&url=https://books.kim


considered in terms of both immediate and
future effects, as the consequences of an
action may not be immediately apparent.
By considering the utility of an action,
individuals can make more informed
decisions that will ultimately benefit society
as a whole.

#7.      The concept of propriety is
important for understanding moral
behavior. Idea Summary: Adam Smith
introduces the concept of propriety,
which is the idea that moral behavior
should be judged based on its
appropriateness in a given situation. He
believes that this concept can help
individuals to make moral decisions by
considering the social context of their
actions.

Adam Smith introduces the concept of
propriety, which is the idea that moral
behavior should be judged based on its

Page 24/33

https://books.kim/_coho_ref.php?ref=mpdf-v20230419-toplogo&url=https://books.kim


appropriateness in a given situation. He
argues that this concept is essential for
understanding moral behavior, as it allows
individuals to consider the social context of
their actions. Smith believes that propriety
is a key factor in determining whether an
action is morally right or wrong. He states
that it is not enough to simply consider the
consequences of an action, but that one
must also consider the social implications
of the action. Smith argues that propriety is
an important factor in determining the
morality of an action, as it allows
individuals to consider the social context of
their actions and the potential
consequences of their actions.

Smith further argues that propriety is not
only important for understanding moral
behavior, but also for developing moral
character. He believes that by considering
the appropriateness of an action in a given
situation, individuals can develop a sense
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of morality that is based on more than just
the consequences of their actions. Smith
argues that by considering the social
implications of their actions, individuals
can develop a sense of morality that is
based on more than just the
consequences of their actions. He believes
that this concept can help individuals to
make moral decisions by considering the
social context of their actions.

In conclusion, Adam Smiths concept of
propriety is an important factor in
understanding moral behavior. He argues
that by considering the appropriateness of
an action in a given situation, individuals
can develop a sense of morality that is
based on more than just the
consequences of their actions. Smith
believes that this concept can help
individuals to make moral decisions by
considering the social context of their
actions. Thus, propriety is an important
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concept for understanding moral behavior
and developing moral character.

#8.      The concept of benevolence is
important for understanding moral
behavior. Idea Summary: Adam Smith
introduces the concept of benevolence,
which is the idea that moral behavior
should be judged based on its kindness
and generosity. He believes that this
concept can help individuals to make
moral decisions by considering the
impact of their actions on others.

Adam Smith introduces the concept of
benevolence, which is the idea that moral
behavior should be judged based on its
kindness and generosity. He believes that
this concept can help individuals to make
moral decisions by considering the impact
of their actions on others. Smith argues
that when individuals act with
benevolence, they are motivated by a
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desire to do good for others, rather than by
a desire for personal gain. He further
argues that this type of behavior is
beneficial to society as a whole, as it
encourages individuals to act in a way that
is beneficial to the collective good. Smith
also believes that benevolence is an
important part of human nature, and that it
is essential for individuals to cultivate this
trait in order to lead a moral life.

Smiths concept of benevolence is closely
related to his notion of sympathy, which is
the idea that individuals can understand
and empathize with the feelings of others.
He believes that sympathy is essential for
individuals to be able to make moral
decisions, as it allows them to consider the
impact of their actions on others. Smith
also argues that sympathy is an important
part of human nature, and that it is
essential for individuals to cultivate this
trait in order to lead a moral life.
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Smiths concept of benevolence is an
important part of his moral philosophy, and
it has had a significant influence on
modern ethical thought. His idea that
moral behavior should be judged based on
its kindness and generosity has been
widely accepted, and it has been used to
inform the development of ethical theories
and codes of conduct. Smiths concept of
benevolence is an important part of
understanding moral behavior, and it is
essential for individuals to cultivate this
trait in order to lead a moral life.

#9.      The concept of conscience is
important for understanding moral
behavior. Idea Summary: Adam Smith
introduces the concept of conscience,
which is the idea that moral behavior
should be judged based on its
adherence to one's own moral code. He
believes that this concept can help
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individuals to make moral decisions by
considering their own moral values.

Adam Smith introduces the concept of
conscience, which is the idea that moral
behavior should be judged based on its
adherence to ones own moral code. He
argues that this concept is important for
understanding moral behavior, as it allows
individuals to make moral decisions based
on their own moral values. Smith believes
that conscience is an internal guide that
helps individuals to determine what is right
and wrong, and that it should be respected
and followed. He further argues that
conscience is a powerful force that can
help individuals to make moral decisions
even when faced with difficult choices.
Smith also believes that conscience is an
important factor in determining the overall
moral character of an individual.

Smiths concept of conscience is based on
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the idea that individuals should be held
accountable for their own moral decisions.
He argues that individuals should be
aware of their own moral values and strive
to adhere to them. He believes that this
will help individuals to make moral
decisions that are in line with their own
moral code. Smith also believes that
conscience is an important factor in
determining the overall moral character of
an individual, as it can help individuals to
make moral decisions even when faced
with difficult choices.

Smiths concept of conscience is an
important part of understanding moral
behavior. It allows individuals to make
moral decisions based on their own moral
values, and it can help individuals to make
moral decisions even when faced with
difficult choices. By understanding and
respecting conscience, individuals can
strive to make moral decisions that are in
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line with their own moral code.

#10.      The concept of virtue is
important for understanding moral
behavior. Idea Summary: Adam Smith
introduces the concept of virtue, which
is the idea that moral behavior should
be judged based on its adherence to a
higher moral code. He believes that this
concept can help individuals to make
moral decisions by considering the
ethical implications of their actions.

Adam Smith introduces the concept of
virtue, which is the idea that moral
behavior should be judged based on its
adherence to a higher moral code. He
argues that this concept is essential for
understanding moral behavior, as it
provides a framework for evaluating the
ethical implications of our actions. Smith
believes that virtue is not only a moral
ideal, but also a practical guide for making
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moral decisions. He argues that by
considering the consequences of our
actions, we can determine whether they
are in line with a higher moral code.
Furthermore, Smith believes that virtue is
an important part of our moral character,
as it helps us to develop a sense of
responsibility and self-discipline.
Ultimately, Smith argues that virtue is
essential for understanding and practicing
moral behavior.

Thank you for reading!

If you enjoyed this abstract, please share it
with your friends.
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