
The Possibility of Altruism
By Thomas Nagel

Page 1/49

https://books.kim/_coho_ref.php?ref=mpdf-v20230419-toplogo&url=https://books.kim
https://books.kim/_coho_ref.php?ref=mpdf230419img-b355&url=https://books.kim


Book summary & main ideas

MP3 version available on www.books.kim
Please feel free to copy & share this abstract

Summary:
The Possibility of Altruism, written by
Thomas Nagel, is a philosophical
exploration of the concept of altruism.
Nagel argues that altruism is a real
phenomenon, and that it is possible for
people to act out of genuine concern for
others, rather than out of self-interest. He
examines the implications of this idea for
morality, and for our understanding of
human nature. 

Nagel begins by discussing the concept of
altruism, and how it has been viewed by
philosophers throughout history. He
argues that altruism is a real phenomenon,
and that it is possible for people to act out
of genuine concern for others, rather than
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out of self-interest. He then examines the
implications of this idea for morality, and
for our understanding of human nature. He
argues that altruism is a necessary part of
morality, and that it is essential for us to
understand it in order to make moral
decisions. 

Nagel then looks at the implications of
altruism for our understanding of human
nature. He argues that altruism is an
essential part of human nature, and that it
is necessary for us to understand it in
order to understand ourselves. He also
argues that altruism is a necessary part of
our moral lives, and that it is essential for
us to understand it in order to make moral
decisions. 

Finally, Nagel looks at the implications of
altruism for our understanding of the world.
He argues that altruism is a necessary part
of our understanding of the world, and that
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it is essential for us to understand it in
order to make sense of the world around
us. He also argues that altruism is a
necessary part of our understanding of the
universe, and that it is essential for us to
understand it in order to make sense of the
universe. 

The Possibility of Altruism is an important
philosophical exploration of the concept of
altruism. Nagel argues that altruism is a
real phenomenon, and that it is possible
for people to act out of genuine concern
for others, rather than out of self-interest.
He examines the implications of this idea
for morality, and for our understanding of
human nature. He argues that altruism is a
necessary part of morality, and that it is
essential for us to understand it in order to
make moral decisions. He also argues that
altruism is a necessary part of our
understanding of the world, and that it is
essential for us to understand it in order to
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make sense of the world around us. 

Main ideas:
#1.      Altruism is a concept that has
been debated for centuries, and it is
still not fully understood. Idea
Summary: Thomas Nagel examines the
concept of altruism, exploring its
history and implications, and ultimately
concluding that it is a real phenomenon
that can be observed in human
behavior.

Altruism has been a topic of debate for
centuries, and it is still not fully
understood. In his book The Possibility of
Altruism, Thomas Nagel examines the
concept of altruism, exploring its history
and implications. He begins by discussing
the various theories of altruism that have
been proposed over the years, including
those of Thomas Hobbes, David Hume,
and Adam Smith. He then moves on to
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discuss the implications of altruism for
morality, arguing that it is a real
phenomenon that can be observed in
human behavior. He concludes by
suggesting that altruism is an important
part of our moral lives, and that it should
be taken seriously. 

Nagels exploration of altruism is both
comprehensive and insightful. He
examines the various theories of altruism
in detail, and his analysis of the
implications of altruism for morality is
particularly illuminating. He argues that
altruism is a real phenomenon, and that it
should be taken seriously as an important
part of our moral lives. His book is an
important contribution to the ongoing
debate about altruism, and it is essential
reading for anyone interested in the
subject. 

#2.      Altruism is a form of behavior

Page 6/49

https://books.kim/_coho_ref.php?ref=mpdf-v20230419-toplogo&url=https://books.kim


that is motivated by a genuine concern
for the welfare of others. Idea
Summary: Nagel argues that altruism is
a genuine form of behavior that is
motivated by a genuine concern for the
welfare of others, rather than by
self-interest or a desire for reward.

Altruism is a form of behavior that is
motivated by a genuine concern for the
welfare of others. Thomas Nagel argues
that altruism is a genuine form of behavior,
rather than being motivated by self-interest
or a desire for reward. He believes that
altruism is a form of behavior that is based
on a genuine concern for the welfare of
others, and that it is not simply a means to
an end. He argues that altruism is a form
of behavior that is based on a genuine
concern for the welfare of others, and that
it is not simply a means to an end. He
believes that altruism is a form of behavior
that is based on a genuine concern for the
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welfare of others, and that it is not simply a
means to an end. He further argues that
altruism is a form of behavior that is based
on a genuine concern for the welfare of
others, and that it is not simply a means to
an end. He believes that altruism is a form
of behavior that is based on a genuine
concern for the welfare of others, and that
it is not simply a means to an end. He also
argues that altruism is a form of behavior
that is based on a genuine concern for the
welfare of others, and that it is not simply a
means to an end. 

Nagel believes that altruism is a form of
behavior that is based on a genuine
concern for the welfare of others, and that
it is not simply a means to an end. He
argues that altruism is a form of behavior
that is based on a genuine concern for the
welfare of others, and that it is not simply a
means to an end. He further argues that
altruism is a form of behavior that is based
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on a genuine concern for the welfare of
others, and that it is not simply a means to
an end. He believes that altruism is a form
of behavior that is based on a genuine
concern for the welfare of others, and that
it is not simply a means to an end. He also
argues that altruism is a form of behavior
that is based on a genuine concern for the
welfare of others, and that it is not simply a
means to an end. He further argues that
altruism is a form of behavior that is based
on a genuine concern for the welfare of
others, and that it is not simply a means to
an end. He believes that altruism is a form
of behavior that is based on a genuine
concern for the welfare of others, and that
it is not simply a means to an end. 

Nagel further argues that altruism is a form
of behavior that is based on a genuine
concern for the welfare of others, and that
it is not simply a means to an end. He
believes that altruism is a form of behavior
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that is based on a genuine concern for the
welfare of others, and that it is not simply a
means to an end. He also argues that
altruism is a form of behavior that is based
on a genuine concern for the welfare of
others, and that it is not simply a means to
an end. He further argues that altruism is a
form of behavior that is based on a
genuine concern for the welfare of others,
and that it is not simply a means to an end.
He believes that altruism is a form of
behavior that is based on a genuine
concern for the welfare of others, and that
it is not simply a means to an end. He also
argues that altruism is a form of behavior
that is based on a genuine concern for the
welfare of others, and that it is not simply a
means to an end. He further argues that
altruism is a form of behavior that is based
on a genuine concern for the welfare of
others, and that it is not simply a means to
an end. 
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In conclusion, Nagel argues that altruism
is a genuine form of behavior that is
motivated by a genuine concern for the
welfare of others, rather than by
self-interest or a desire for reward. He
believes that altruism is a form of behavior
that is based on a genuine concern for the
welfare of others, and that it is not simply a
means to an end. He further argues that
altruism is a form of behavior that is based
on a genuine concern for the welfare of
others, and that it is not simply a means to
an end. He believes that altruism is a form
of behavior that is based on a genuine
concern for the welfare of others, and that
it is not simply a means to an end. He also
argues that altruism is a form of behavior
that is based on a genuine concern for the
welfare of others, and that it is not simply a
means to an end. He further argues that
altruism is a form of behavior that is based
on a genuine concern for the welfare of
others, and that it is not simply a means to
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an end. Altruism is a form of behavior that
is motivated by a genuine concern for the
welfare of others, and Nagels arguments
provide a strong case for its validity. 

#3.      Altruism is not necessarily a
conscious decision, but rather an
instinctive response to a situation. Idea
Summary: Nagel suggests that altruism
is not necessarily a conscious
decision, but rather an instinctive
response to a situation, and that it is a
natural part of human nature.

Thomas Nagel suggests that altruism is
not necessarily a conscious decision, but
rather an instinctive response to a
situation. He argues that it is a natural part
of human nature, and that it is not
necessarily a conscious choice. He
believes that altruism is an instinctive
response to a situation, and that it is a part
of our natural makeup. He further suggests
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that altruism is a response to a situation
that is not necessarily based on a
conscious decision, but rather on an
instinctive reaction. 

Nagel believes that altruism is a natural
part of human nature, and that it is not
something that can be taught or learned.
He argues that it is an instinctive response
to a situation, and that it is something that
is innate in us. He further suggests that
altruism is a response to a situation that is
not necessarily based on a conscious
decision, but rather on an instinctive
reaction. He believes that altruism is a part
of our natural makeup, and that it is
something that is not necessarily a
conscious choice. 

Nagels view of altruism is that it is a
natural part of human nature, and that it is
something that is not necessarily a
conscious decision. He believes that it is
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an instinctive response to a situation, and
that it is something that is innate in us. He
further suggests that altruism is a
response to a situation that is not
necessarily based on a conscious
decision, but rather on an instinctive
reaction. He believes that altruism is a part
of our natural makeup, and that it is
something that is not necessarily a
conscious choice. 

#4.      Altruism is not necessarily a
selfless act, but rather an act of
self-fulfillment. Idea Summary: Nagel
argues that altruism is not necessarily
a selfless act, but rather an act of
self-fulfillment, as it can bring a sense
of satisfaction and fulfillment to the
individual.

In his book The Possibility of Altruism,
Thomas Nagel argues that altruism is not
necessarily a selfless act, but rather an act
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of self-fulfillment. He suggests that
altruism can bring a sense of satisfaction
and fulfillment to the individual, as it can
be seen as an act of self-expression and a
way to make a positive contribution to the
world. Nagel further argues that altruism
can be seen as a form of self-realization,
as it allows individuals to express their
values and beliefs in a meaningful way. He
also suggests that altruism can be seen as
a way to build relationships with others, as
it can create a sense of connection and
belonging. Finally, Nagel argues that
altruism can be seen as a way to gain a
sense of purpose and meaning in life, as it
can provide individuals with a sense of
direction and purpose. 

In conclusion, Nagel argues that altruism
is not necessarily a selfless act, but rather
an act of self-fulfillment. He suggests that
altruism can bring a sense of satisfaction
and fulfillment to the individual, as it can
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be seen as an act of self-expression and a
way to make a positive contribution to the
world. Additionally, altruism can be seen
as a form of self-realization, as it allows
individuals to express their values and
beliefs in a meaningful way. It can also be
seen as a way to build relationships with
others, as it can create a sense of
connection and belonging. Finally, altruism
can be seen as a way to gain a sense of
purpose and meaning in life, as it can
provide individuals with a sense of
direction and purpose. 

#5.      Altruism is not necessarily a
moral act, but rather an act of
compassion. Idea Summary: Nagel
suggests that altruism is not
necessarily a moral act, but rather an
act of compassion, as it is motivated by
a genuine concern for the welfare of
others.
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In his book The Possibility of Altruism,
Thomas Nagel suggests that altruism is
not necessarily a moral act, but rather an
act of compassion. He argues that altruism
is motivated by a genuine concern for the
welfare of others, rather than by a sense of
obligation or duty. According to Nagel,
altruism is an act of kindness that is not
necessarily driven by a moral code, but
rather by a genuine desire to help others.
He further suggests that altruism is a form
of selflessness, as it involves sacrificing
ones own interests for the benefit of
another. 

Nagel argues that altruism is a form of
love, as it involves a deep and genuine
concern for the welfare of others. He
suggests that altruism is a form of
self-transcendence, as it involves a
willingness to put the needs of others
before ones own. He further argues that
altruism is a form of self-sacrifice, as it
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involves a willingness to give up
something of value in order to help
another. Finally, Nagel suggests that
altruism is a form of self-expression, as it
involves a willingness to express ones own
feelings and values in order to benefit
another. 

In conclusion, Nagel suggests that altruism
is not necessarily a moral act, but rather
an act of compassion. He argues that
altruism is motivated by a genuine concern
for the welfare of others, rather than by a
sense of obligation or duty. He further
suggests that altruism is a form of love,
self-transcendence, self-sacrifice, and
self-expression. Thus, Nagels view of
altruism is one that is based on
compassion and genuine concern for the
welfare of others. 

#6.      Altruism is not necessarily a
rational act, but rather an act of
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emotion. Idea Summary: Nagel argues
that altruism is not necessarily a
rational act, but rather an act of
emotion, as it is motivated by a genuine
concern for the welfare of others.

In his book The Possibility of Altruism,
Thomas Nagel argues that altruism is not
necessarily a rational act, but rather an act
of emotion. He explains that altruism is
motivated by a genuine concern for the
welfare of others, and is not necessarily
based on a rational calculation of costs
and benefits. Nagel argues that altruism is
an emotional response to the suffering of
others, and that it is not necessarily a
rational decision. He further argues that
altruism is a moral virtue, and that it is an
important part of a moral life. 

Nagel argues that altruism is not a matter
of self-interest, but rather a matter of
genuine concern for the welfare of others.
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He explains that altruism is an act of
compassion, and that it is motivated by a
desire to help others. He further argues
that altruism is a moral virtue, and that it is
an important part of a moral life. He
explains that altruism is an act of
selflessness, and that it is motivated by a
genuine concern for the welfare of others. 

Nagel argues that altruism is not
necessarily a rational act, but rather an act
of emotion. He explains that altruism is
motivated by a genuine concern for the
welfare of others, and is not necessarily
based on a rational calculation of costs
and benefits. He further argues that
altruism is a moral virtue, and that it is an
important part of a moral life. He explains
that altruism is an act of selflessness, and
that it is motivated by a genuine concern
for the welfare of others. 

#7.      Altruism is not necessarily a
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universal phenomenon, but rather a
culturally specific behavior. Idea
Summary: Nagel suggests that altruism
is not necessarily a universal
phenomenon, but rather a culturally
specific behavior, as it is shaped by the
values and beliefs of the particular
culture in which it is practiced.

Thomas Nagel suggests that altruism is
not necessarily a universal phenomenon,
but rather a culturally specific behavior. He
argues that altruism is shaped by the
values and beliefs of the particular culture
in which it is practiced. According to Nagel,
altruism is not an innate trait, but rather a
behavior that is learned and reinforced
through socialization. He further suggests
that altruism is not necessarily a moral
imperative, but rather a response to the
particular cultural context in which it is
practiced. 
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Nagel argues that altruism is not a
universal phenomenon, but rather a
culturally specific behavior. He suggests
that altruism is shaped by the values and
beliefs of the particular culture in which it is
practiced. He further argues that altruism
is not an innate trait, but rather a behavior
that is learned and reinforced through
socialization. He suggests that altruism is
not necessarily a moral imperative, but
rather a response to the particular cultural
context in which it is practiced. 

Nagels argument is that altruism is not a
universal phenomenon, but rather a
culturally specific behavior. He suggests
that altruism is shaped by the values and
beliefs of the particular culture in which it is
practiced. He further argues that altruism
is not an innate trait, but rather a behavior
that is learned and reinforced through
socialization. He suggests that altruism is
not necessarily a moral imperative, but
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rather a response to the particular cultural
context in which it is practiced. 

#8.      Altruism is not necessarily a
self-sacrificing act, but rather an act of
self-preservation. Idea Summary: Nagel
argues that altruism is not necessarily
a self-sacrificing act, but rather an act
of self-preservation, as it can help to
ensure the survival of the individual
and the group.

In his book The Possibility of Altruism,
Thomas Nagel argues that altruism is not
necessarily a self-sacrificing act, but rather
an act of self-preservation. He explains
that altruism can help to ensure the
survival of the individual and the group. He
states that altruism can be seen as a form
of self-interest, as it can help to ensure the
survival of the individual and the group. He
further argues that altruism can be seen as
a form of self-preservation, as it can help
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to ensure the survival of the individual and
the group in the long run. 

Nagel explains that altruism can be seen
as a form of self-interest, as it can help to
ensure the survival of the individual and
the group. He argues that altruism can be
seen as a form of self-preservation, as it
can help to ensure the survival of the
individual and the group in the long run.
He further states that altruism can be seen
as a form of self-protection, as it can help
to ensure the survival of the individual and
the group in the face of danger. 

Nagel argues that altruism is not
necessarily a self-sacrificing act, but rather
an act of self-preservation. He explains
that altruism can help to ensure the
survival of the individual and the group,
and can be seen as a form of self-interest,
self-preservation, and self-protection. He
further states that altruism can be seen as
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a form of self-care, as it can help to ensure
the survival of the individual and the group
in the long run. 

#9.      Altruism is not necessarily a
conscious decision, but rather an
unconscious response to a situation.
Idea Summary: Nagel suggests that
altruism is not necessarily a conscious
decision, but rather an unconscious
response to a situation, and that it is a
natural part of human nature.

Nagel suggests that altruism is not
necessarily a conscious decision, but
rather an unconscious response to a
situation. He argues that altruism is a
natural part of human nature, and that it is
often triggered by an emotional response
to a situation. He believes that altruism is a
form of empathy, and that it is an
instinctive reaction to help others in need.
He further suggests that altruism is a form
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of self-sacrifice, and that it is a way of
expressing love and compassion for
others. He believes that altruism is a
powerful force that can bring about
positive change in the world. 

Nagel argues that altruism is not always a
conscious decision, but rather an
unconscious response to a situation. He
believes that altruism is a natural part of
human nature, and that it is often triggered
by an emotional response to a situation.
He suggests that altruism is a form of
empathy, and that it is an instinctive
reaction to help others in need. He further
argues that altruism is a form of
self-sacrifice, and that it is a way of
expressing love and compassion for
others. He believes that altruism is a
powerful force that can bring about
positive change in the world. 

#10.      Altruism is not necessarily a
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moral act, but rather an act of love. Idea
Summary: Nagel argues that altruism is
not necessarily a moral act, but rather
an act of love, as it is motivated by a
genuine concern for the welfare of
others.

In his book The Possibility of Altruism,
Thomas Nagel argues that altruism is not
necessarily a moral act, but rather an act
of love. He explains that altruism is
motivated by a genuine concern for the
welfare of others, and is not necessarily
driven by a sense of obligation or duty.
According to Nagel, altruism is an act of
selflessness, and is not necessarily a
moral act, but rather an act of love. He
further argues that altruism is a form of
self-expression, and that it is an
expression of ones own values and
beliefs. 

Nagel also suggests that altruism is a form
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of self-sacrifice, and that it is an act of
giving up something of value in order to
benefit another. He argues that altruism is
an act of selflessness, and that it is
motivated by a genuine concern for the
welfare of others. He further suggests that
altruism is an act of love, and that it is an
expression of ones own values and
beliefs. 

In conclusion, Nagel argues that altruism
is not necessarily a moral act, but rather
an act of love. He suggests that altruism is
motivated by a genuine concern for the
welfare of others, and is an act of
selflessness and self-sacrifice. He further
argues that altruism is an expression of
ones own values and beliefs, and is an act
of giving up something of value in order to
benefit another. 

#11.      Altruism is not necessarily a
rational act, but rather an act of faith.
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Idea Summary: Nagel suggests that
altruism is not necessarily a rational
act, but rather an act of faith, as it is
motivated by a belief in the inherent
goodness of humanity.

In his book The Possibility of Altruism,
Thomas Nagel suggests that altruism is
not necessarily a rational act, but rather an
act of faith. He argues that altruism is
motivated by a belief in the inherent
goodness of humanity, and that this belief
is not necessarily based on any rational
evidence. Instead, it is based on a faith in
the potential of human beings to be kind
and generous, even in the face of
adversity. Nagel suggests that this faith is
what motivates people to act altruistically,
and that it is this faith that makes altruism
possible.

Nagel further argues that altruism is not
necessarily a selfless act, as it can be
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motivated by a desire to make the world a
better place. He suggests that altruism is
an act of hope, as it is based on the belief
that people can be kind and generous,
even in the face of adversity. He argues
that altruism is an act of faith, as it is
based on a belief in the potential of
humanity to be good and kind, even in the
face of adversity.

Nagels argument suggests that altruism is
not necessarily a rational act, but rather an
act of faith. He argues that altruism is
motivated by a belief in the inherent
goodness of humanity, and that this belief
is not necessarily based on any rational
evidence. Instead, it is based on a faith in
the potential of human beings to be kind
and generous, even in the face of
adversity. This faith is what motivates
people to act altruistically, and it is this
faith that makes altruism possible.
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#12.      Altruism is not necessarily a
selfless act, but rather an act of
self-expression. Idea Summary: Nagel
argues that altruism is not necessarily
a selfless act, but rather an act of
self-expression, as it can bring a sense
of satisfaction and fulfillment to the
individual.

In his book The Possibility of Altruism,
Thomas Nagel argues that altruism is not
necessarily a selfless act, but rather an act
of self-expression. He suggests that
altruism can bring a sense of satisfaction
and fulfillment to the individual, as it allows
them to express their values and beliefs.
This is in contrast to the traditional view of
altruism as a purely selfless act, where the
individual sacrifices their own interests for
the benefit of others. 

Nagel argues that altruism is not just about
helping others, but also about expressing
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oneself. He suggests that when an
individual acts altruistically, they are
expressing their values and beliefs, and
this can bring them a sense of satisfaction
and fulfillment. This is in contrast to the
traditional view of altruism as a purely
selfless act, where the individual sacrifices
their own interests for the benefit of others.

Nagels view of altruism as an act of
self-expression is an interesting one, as it
suggests that altruism can be a source of
personal satisfaction and fulfillment. This is
in contrast to the traditional view of
altruism as a purely selfless act, where the
individual sacrifices their own interests for
the benefit of others. By viewing altruism
as an act of self-expression, Nagel
suggests that it can be a source of
personal satisfaction and fulfillment, as
well as a way to help others. 
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#13.      Altruism is not necessarily a
universal phenomenon, but rather a
culturally specific behavior. Idea
Summary: Nagel suggests that altruism
is not necessarily a universal
phenomenon, but rather a culturally
specific behavior, as it is shaped by the
values and beliefs of the particular
culture in which it is practiced.

Thomas Nagel suggests that altruism is
not necessarily a universal phenomenon,
but rather a culturally specific behavior. He
argues that altruism is shaped by the
values and beliefs of the particular culture
in which it is practiced. For example, in
some cultures, altruism is seen as a virtue
and is encouraged, while in others it is
seen as a sign of weakness and is
discouraged. Similarly, the way in which
altruism is expressed can vary from culture
to culture. In some cultures, altruism is
expressed through acts of kindness and

Page 33/49

https://books.kim/_coho_ref.php?ref=mpdf-v20230419-toplogo&url=https://books.kim


generosity, while in others it is expressed
through acts of self-sacrifice and service.

Nagel also suggests that altruism is not
necessarily a fixed behavior, but rather
something that can be learned and
developed over time. He argues that by
understanding the values and beliefs of a
particular culture, we can better
understand how altruism is expressed in
that culture and how it can be cultivated. In
this way, we can learn to be more altruistic
and to better understand the motivations of
those around us.

#14.      Altruism is not necessarily a
conscious decision, but rather an
instinctive response to a situation. Idea
Summary: Nagel argues that altruism is
not necessarily a conscious decision,
but rather an instinctive response to a
situation, and that it is a natural part of
human nature.
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Nagel argues that altruism is not
necessarily a conscious decision, but
rather an instinctive response to a
situation. He believes that it is a natural
part of human nature, and that it is often
triggered by a feeling of empathy or
compassion for another person. He further
argues that altruism is not necessarily a
selfless act, as it can also be motivated by
a desire to gain recognition or approval
from others. He also suggests that altruism
can be seen as a form of self-expression,
as it allows us to express our values and
beliefs. Finally, Nagel argues that altruism
can be seen as a form of self-fulfillment, as
it can provide us with a sense of
satisfaction and purpose. 

Nagels argument is based on the idea that
altruism is an instinctive response to a
situation, and that it is a natural part of
human nature. He believes that it is often
triggered by a feeling of empathy or
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compassion for another person, and that it
can be motivated by a desire to gain
recognition or approval from others. He
also suggests that altruism can be seen as
a form of self-expression, as it allows us to
express our values and beliefs. Finally,
Nagel argues that altruism can be seen as
a form of self-fulfillment, as it can provide
us with a sense of satisfaction and
purpose. 

#15.      Altruism is not necessarily a
moral act, but rather an act of kindness.
Idea Summary: Nagel suggests that
altruism is not necessarily a moral act,
but rather an act of kindness, as it is
motivated by a genuine concern for the
welfare of others.

In his book The Possibility of Altruism,
Thomas Nagel suggests that altruism is
not necessarily a moral act, but rather an
act of kindness. He argues that altruism is
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motivated by a genuine concern for the
welfare of others, rather than by a sense of
obligation or duty. He further suggests that
altruism is not necessarily a selfless act,
as it can bring satisfaction and joy to the
person performing the act. He also argues
that altruism is not necessarily a rational
act, as it can be based on emotion and
instinct. Finally, he suggests that altruism
is not necessarily a universal act, as it can
be limited to certain people or situations. 

Nagels argument is that altruism is an act
of kindness, rather than a moral act. He
suggests that altruism is motivated by a
genuine concern for the welfare of others,
rather than by a sense of obligation or
duty. He further argues that altruism can
bring satisfaction and joy to the person
performing the act, and that it can be
based on emotion and instinct, rather than
on rational thought. Finally, he suggests
that altruism can be limited to certain
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people or situations, rather than being a
universal act. 

Nagels argument is that altruism is an act
of kindness, rather than a moral act. He
suggests that altruism is motivated by a
genuine concern for the welfare of others,
rather than by a sense of obligation or
duty. He further argues that altruism can
bring satisfaction and joy to the person
performing the act, and that it can be
based on emotion and instinct, rather than
on rational thought. Finally, he suggests
that altruism can be limited to certain
people or situations, rather than being a
universal act. 

In conclusion, Nagels argument is that
altruism is an act of kindness, rather than
a moral act. He suggests that altruism is
motivated by a genuine concern for the
welfare of others, rather than by a sense of
obligation or duty. He further argues that
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altruism can bring satisfaction and joy to
the person performing the act, and that it
can be based on emotion and instinct,
rather than on rational thought. Finally, he
suggests that altruism can be limited to
certain people or situations, rather than
being a universal act. 

#16.      Altruism is not necessarily a
rational act, but rather an act of
courage. Idea Summary: Nagel argues
that altruism is not necessarily a
rational act, but rather an act of
courage, as it requires the individual to
take risks in order to help others.

In his book The Possibility of Altruism,
Thomas Nagel argues that altruism is not
necessarily a rational act, but rather an act
of courage. He explains that altruism
requires the individual to take risks in order
to help others, and that this is not
necessarily a rational decision. He states
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that altruism is a courageous act, as it
requires the individual to put their own
interests aside in order to help others. He
further argues that altruism is a moral act,
as it requires the individual to act in a way
that is beneficial to others, even if it is not
beneficial to themselves. He concludes
that altruism is an act of courage, and that
it is not necessarily a rational decision. 

Nagels argument is that altruism is not
necessarily a rational act, but rather an act
of courage. He explains that altruism
requires the individual to take risks in order
to help others, and that this is not
necessarily a rational decision. He states
that altruism is a courageous act, as it
requires the individual to put their own
interests aside in order to help others. He
further argues that altruism is a moral act,
as it requires the individual to act in a way
that is beneficial to others, even if it is not
beneficial to themselves. He concludes
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that altruism is an act of courage, and that
it is not necessarily a rational decision. 

Nagels argument is that altruism is an act
of courage, and not necessarily a rational
decision. He explains that altruism
requires the individual to take risks in order
to help others, and that this is not
necessarily a rational decision. He states
that altruism is a courageous act, as it
requires the individual to put their own
interests aside in order to help others. He
further argues that altruism is a moral act,
as it requires the individual to act in a way
that is beneficial to others, even if it is not
beneficial to themselves. He concludes
that altruism is an act of courage, and that
it is not necessarily a rational decision. 

#17.      Altruism is not necessarily a
selfless act, but rather an act of
self-discovery. Idea Summary: Nagel
suggests that altruism is not
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necessarily a selfless act, but rather an
act of self-discovery, as it can help the
individual to gain a better
understanding of themselves and their
place in the world.

Thomas Nagel suggests that altruism is
not necessarily a selfless act, but rather an
act of self-discovery. He argues that by
engaging in altruistic behavior, individuals
can gain a better understanding of
themselves and their place in the world.
This understanding can be beneficial to
the individual, as it can help them to
develop a sense of purpose and meaning
in their lives. Furthermore, it can also help
them to develop a greater appreciation for
the needs of others and the importance of
helping those in need. 

Nagel further argues that altruism can also
be beneficial to society as a whole. By
engaging in altruistic behavior, individuals
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can help to create a more compassionate
and caring society. This can lead to
greater social cohesion and a more
equitable distribution of resources.
Additionally, it can also help to reduce the
amount of suffering in the world, as
individuals are more likely to help those in
need when they have a greater
understanding of their own needs and the
needs of others. 

In conclusion, Nagels argument that
altruism is not necessarily a selfless act,
but rather an act of self-discovery, is an
interesting one. By engaging in altruistic
behavior, individuals can gain a better
understanding of themselves and their
place in the world, while also helping to
create a more compassionate and caring
society. Altruism can thus be seen as a
beneficial act for both the individual and
society as a whole. 

Page 43/49

https://books.kim/_coho_ref.php?ref=mpdf-v20230419-toplogo&url=https://books.kim


#18.      Altruism is not necessarily a
universal phenomenon, but rather a
culturally specific behavior. Idea
Summary: Nagel argues that altruism is
not necessarily a universal
phenomenon, but rather a culturally
specific behavior, as it is shaped by the
values and beliefs of the particular
culture in which it is practiced.

Thomas Nagel argues that altruism is not
necessarily a universal phenomenon, but
rather a culturally specific behavior. He
explains that altruism is shaped by the
values and beliefs of the particular culture
in which it is practiced. For example, in
some cultures, altruism is seen as a virtue
and is encouraged, while in others it is
seen as a sign of weakness and is
discouraged. Furthermore, the way in
which altruism is expressed can vary
greatly from culture to culture. In some
cultures, altruism is expressed through
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acts of charity or self-sacrifice, while in
others it is expressed through acts of
kindness or generosity. 

Nagel also argues that altruism is not
necessarily a moral imperative, but rather
a choice that individuals make based on
their own values and beliefs. He explains
that while some people may choose to act
altruistically out of a sense of moral
obligation, others may choose to do so out
of a desire to help others or to make the
world a better place. Ultimately, Nagel
argues that altruism is a culturally specific
behavior that is shaped by the values and
beliefs of the particular culture in which it is
practiced. 

#19.      Altruism is not necessarily a
conscious decision, but rather an
unconscious response to a situation.
Idea Summary: Nagel suggests that
altruism is not necessarily a conscious
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decision, but rather an unconscious
response to a situation, and that it is a
natural part of human nature.

Nagel suggests that altruism is not
necessarily a conscious decision, but
rather an unconscious response to a
situation. He argues that altruism is a
natural part of human nature, and that it is
often triggered by an emotional response
to a situation. He believes that altruism is a
form of empathy, and that it is an
instinctive reaction to help others in need.
He further suggests that altruism is a form
of self-sacrifice, and that it is a way of
expressing love and compassion for
others. He believes that altruism is a
powerful force that can bring about
positive change in the world. 

Nagel argues that altruism is not always a
conscious decision, but rather an
unconscious response to a situation. He
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believes that altruism is a natural part of
human nature, and that it is often triggered
by an emotional response to a situation.
He suggests that altruism is a form of
empathy, and that it is an instinctive
reaction to help others in need. He further
argues that altruism is a form of
self-sacrifice, and that it is a way of
expressing love and compassion for
others. He believes that altruism is a
powerful force that can bring about
positive change in the world. 

#20.      Altruism is not necessarily a
moral act, but rather an act of hope.
Idea Summary: Nagel argues that
altruism is not necessarily a moral act,
but rather an act of hope, as it is
motivated by a belief in the potential for
a better future.

In his book The Possibility of Altruism,
Thomas Nagel argues that altruism is not
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necessarily a moral act, but rather an act
of hope. He explains that altruism is
motivated by a belief in the potential for a
better future, and that it is an expression of
hope for a better world. He further argues
that altruism is not necessarily a moral act
because it is not necessarily based on a
moral code or a sense of obligation.
Instead, it is based on a desire to make
the world a better place, and to help others
in need. 

Nagel also argues that altruism is not
necessarily a selfless act, as it can be
motivated by a desire for recognition or
reward. He explains that altruism can be
motivated by a desire for recognition or
reward, and that it can be a way of
expressing ones own values and beliefs.
He further argues that altruism can be a
way of expressing ones own values and
beliefs, and that it can be a way of
expressing ones own sense of self-worth. 
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Ultimately, Nagel argues that altruism is
not necessarily a moral act, but rather an
act of hope. He explains that altruism is
motivated by a belief in the potential for a
better future, and that it is an expression of
hope for a better world. He further argues
that altruism is not necessarily a selfless
act, as it can be motivated by a desire for
recognition or reward. He concludes that
altruism is an expression of hope for a
better world, and that it is an act of hope
for a better future. 

Thank you for reading!

If you enjoyed this abstract, please share it
with your friends.
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