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Summary:
The Cat Owner's Manual: Operating
Instructions, Troubleshooting Tips, and
Advice on Lifetime Maintenance by Sam
Stall is a comprehensive guide to
understanding cats and providing them
with the best care possible. The book
covers topics such as cat behavior,
nutrition, health care, grooming, litter box
training and more. It also provides advice
on how to deal with common problems
such as scratching furniture or urinating
outside of the litter box.

The first section of the book focuses on
getting to know your cat better. It explains
why cats behave in certain ways and how
you can use positive reinforcement
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techniques to encourage good behaviors
while discouraging bad ones. This section
also includes information about different
breeds of cats and their unique
characteristics. 

The second section covers nutrition for
cats including what types of food are best
for them as well as tips for feeding multiple
cats at once. It also discusses
supplements that may be beneficial for
some cats depending on their individual
needs. 

In the third section readers will find
information about keeping their cat healthy
through regular vet visits, vaccinations,
flea prevention treatments and other
preventive measures. This part also
contains advice about recognizing signs of
illness in your pet so that you can get help
quickly if needed. 
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The fourth section deals with grooming
which includes brushing fur regularly to
prevent matting; trimming nails; cleaning
ears; bathing; dental hygiene; eye care;
coat color maintenance; de-shedding tools
etc.. 

 <P >Finally there is a chapter devoted
entirely to litter box training which offers
step-by-step instructions along with
troubleshooting tips should any issues
arise during this process.</P >  

 <P >Overall The Cat Owner's Manual is
an invaluable resource for anyone who
wants to provide their feline companion
with the best possible care throughout its
lifetime.</P >

Main ideas:
#1.      Understand Your Cat's Needs:
Cats have specific needs that must be
met in order to ensure their health and
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happiness. This includes providing
them with a safe and comfortable
environment, proper nutrition, and
regular veterinary care.

Cats are unique creatures that require
special care and attention. It is important
to understand your cats needs in order to
ensure their health and happiness. This
includes providing them with a safe and
comfortable environment, proper nutrition,
and regular veterinary care. 

Creating a safe home for your cat means
making sure they have access to clean
water, food, litter boxes, scratching posts
or other toys. Cats should also be kept
indoors as much as possible in order to
protect them from predators or other
dangers outside. Additionally, cats need
plenty of love and affection from their
owners. 
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Proper nutrition is essential for cats overall
health. A balanced diet should include
high-quality wet food supplemented with
dry kibble if desired. Treats can also be
given occasionally but should not make up
more than 10% of the total daily caloric
intake. 

Finally, it is important to take your cat for
regular checkups at the vet in order to
detect any potential problems early on
before they become serious issues.
Vaccinations are also necessary in order
to keep your pet healthy and protected
against certain diseases.

#2.      Establish a Routine: Cats thrive
on routine and consistency, so it is
important to establish a daily routine
for your cat that includes regular
feeding, playtime, and grooming.

Establishing a routine for your cat is
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essential to their health and wellbeing.
Cats are creatures of habit, so its
important to provide them with consistent
feeding times, playtime activities, and
grooming sessions. This will help keep
them healthy and happy while also
providing structure in their lives. 

When setting up a routine for your cat,
start by deciding on the best time for
meals. Feeding cats at the same time
each day helps regulate their digestion
and metabolism. It also ensures that they
get enough nutrition throughout the day. 

Playtime should be scheduled into your
cat's daily routine as well. Playing with toys
or engaging in interactive games can help
stimulate mental activity while providing
physical exercise. This can help reduce
stress levels and prevent boredom. 

Finally, regular grooming sessions should
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be included in your cat's daily schedule as
well. Grooming not only keeps their fur
clean but also helps remove dead skin
cells from their coat which prevents
matting and tangles.

#3.      Provide Proper Nutrition: Proper
nutrition is essential for cats, and it is
important to understand the nutritional
needs of your cat and provide them
with a balanced diet.

Providing proper nutrition for your cat is
essential to their health and wellbeing.
Cats require a balanced diet that includes
proteins, carbohydrates, fats, vitamins,
minerals and water. It is important to
understand the nutritional needs of your
cat in order to provide them with the best
possible diet. A good quality commercial
food should be chosen as it will contain all
of the necessary nutrients in appropriate
amounts. 
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It is also important to ensure that cats
have access to fresh drinking water at all
times. Water helps keep cats hydrated and
aids digestion. If you are feeding wet food
or canned food, make sure there is
enough moisture content so that they do
not become dehydrated. 

In addition to providing a balanced diet for
your cat, it is also important to monitor
their weight regularly and adjust their
portion sizes accordingly if needed.
Overweight cats can suffer from many
health problems such as diabetes or joint
pain so keeping an eye on their weight can
help prevent these issues from occurring.

#4.      Create a Safe Environment: Cats
need a safe and secure environment in
order to feel comfortable and secure.
This includes providing them with a
safe place to sleep, toys to play with,
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and a litter box.

Creating a safe environment for cats is
essential to their wellbeing. Cats need a
place where they can feel secure and
comfortable, free from any potential harm
or danger. This means providing them with
a safe sleeping area, toys to play with, and
an appropriate litter box. 

The sleeping area should be in a quiet
corner of the house away from loud noises
or other disturbances that could startle
your cat. Make sure it's well-ventilated and
warm enough for your cat to sleep
comfortably. Provide plenty of soft bedding
such as blankets or pillows so your cat can
curl up and relax. 

Toys are important too! Not only do they
provide entertainment but also help keep
cats active which is beneficial for their
physical health. Choose toys that
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encourage natural behaviors like chasing,
pouncing, scratching, etc., as these
activities will help keep them mentally
stimulated. 

Finally, make sure you have an
appropriate litter box set up in the home. It
should be large enough for your cat to
move around freely without feeling
cramped or uncomfortable. Place it in an
easily accessible location so that your cat
doesnt have difficulty getting into it when
needed.

#5.      Monitor Your Cat's Health:
Regular veterinary check-ups are
important for cats, and it is important to
monitor your cat's health and behavior
for any signs of illness or injury.

Monitoring your cats health is an important
part of being a responsible pet owner.
Regular veterinary check-ups are essential
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for cats, and it is important to keep an eye
out for any signs of illness or injury. Look
for changes in behavior such as
decreased appetite, lethargy, or difficulty
breathing; physical signs like vomiting,
diarrhea, or weight loss; and any lumps or
bumps that may appear on the body. If you
notice anything unusual about your cat's
health or behavior, contact your
veterinarian right away. 

In addition to regular vet visits and
monitoring your cat's health at home, there
are other steps you can take to ensure
their well-being. Feed them a balanced
diet with plenty of fresh water available at
all times. Make sure they have access to
clean litter boxes and provide them with
toys and scratching posts so they can stay
active and entertained. Finally, make sure
they receive regular vaccinations against
common illnesses like rabies.
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#6.      Understand Cat Behavior: Cats
have their own unique behaviors and it
is important to understand these
behaviors in order to provide your cat
with the best care.

Cats are complex creatures with their own
unique behaviors. It is important to
understand these behaviors in order to
provide your cat with the best care
possible. Cats communicate through body
language, vocalizations, and scent
marking. They also have specific needs for
food, exercise, playtime, and social
interaction. 

Observing your cat's behavior can help
you better understand what they need
from you as a pet parent. Common signs
of contentment include purring or kneading
when being petted; rubbing against
furniture or people; rolling over on their
back; licking themselves or other cats;
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playing with toys; and sleeping in sunny
spots. 

On the other hand, there are certain
behaviors that may indicate distress such
as hissing or growling when approached
by another animal or person; hiding under
furniture or behind curtains; scratching at
walls and furniture excessively; urinating
outside of the litter box (which could be
due to medical issues); excessive
grooming which can lead to bald patches
on fur. 

It is important to pay attention to any
changes in your cat's behavior so that you
can address any potential problems
quickly. If you notice any concerning
behavior it is best to consult a veterinarian
who will be able to diagnose any
underlying health issues that may be
causing the problem.
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#7.      Provide Mental Stimulation: Cats
need mental stimulation in order to stay
healthy and happy, so it is important to
provide them with toys and activities
that will keep them engaged.

Providing mental stimulation for your cat is
essential to their overall health and
happiness. Toys, puzzles, and activities
can help keep them engaged and
entertained. Interactive toys such as
feather wands or laser pointers are great
ways to get cats moving around the house
while providing a stimulating environment.
Puzzle feeders are also an excellent way
to provide mental stimulation by
encouraging cats to work for their food.

You can also create homemade games
with everyday items like paper bags or
cardboard boxes that will give your cat
something new and exciting to explore.
Additionally, you can use treats as rewards
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when playing with your cat in order to
encourage positive behaviors. Finally,
spending quality time with your feline
friend is one of the best ways to provide
them with mental stimulation.

#8.      Introduce New Cats Carefully:
When introducing a new cat to your
home, it is important to do so slowly
and carefully in order to ensure a
smooth transition.

When introducing a new cat to your home,
it is important to take the process slowly
and carefully. Start by setting up a
separate room for the new cat with all of its
necessary supplies such as food, water,
litter box, bedding, toys and scratching
posts. Allow the cats to sniff each other
through a closed door or under it before
allowing them into the same space
together. When they are in the same
space together make sure that there is
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plenty of vertical territory available so that
both cats can have their own safe spaces
away from one another if needed.

It may also be helpful to provide treats
when they are near each other or even
feed them on opposite sides of a barrier at
first. This will help create positive
associations between them and encourage
friendly behavior. If either cat becomes
aggressive during introductions then
separate them immediately and try again
later after some time has passed. 

Introducing two cats can be stressful but
taking things slow and being patient will
help ensure that everyone gets along in
the end!

#9.      Train Your Cat: Training your cat
is important in order to ensure that they
understand your expectations and
behave appropriately.
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Training your cat is an important part of
being a responsible pet owner. Cats are
intelligent creatures and can learn to
understand basic commands, such as "sit"
or "come here." Training your cat also
helps them become more comfortable with
people and other animals, which can help
reduce stress levels in the home. 

The Cat Owners Manual provides detailed
instructions on how to train your cat
effectively. It covers topics such as
positive reinforcement techniques, clicker
training, and how to use rewards for good
behavior. The book also includes tips on
dealing with common behavioral issues
like scratching furniture or jumping onto
counters. 

By taking the time to properly train your cat
you will be able to create a better
relationship between you and your pet
while helping them develop into
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well-behaved members of the family.

#10.      Understand Cat
Communication: Cats communicate in
a variety of ways, and it is important to
understand these signals in order to
better understand your cat.

Cats communicate through body
language, vocalizations, and scent. By
understanding these signals, you can
better understand your cat's needs and
feelings. 

Body language is the most common form
of communication for cats. They use their
ears, eyes, whiskers, tail position and
posture to express themselves. For
example, a relaxed cat will have its ears
forward or slightly back with its eyes
half-closed; whereas an alert cat will have
its ears perked up and eyes wide open. 
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Vocalizations are another way cats
communicate with each other as well as
humans. Cats meow to get attention from
people or other animals in the house; they
hiss when they feel threatened; purr when
contented; chirrup when greeting someone
familiar; yowl when in heat or feeling
distressed; growl if disturbed while
sleeping or eating. 

Scent is also important for cats to
communicate with one another. Cats mark
their territory by rubbing against objects
and leaving behind pheromones from
glands located on their cheeks and paws
that signal ownership of an area.

#11.      Provide Grooming: Grooming is
important for cats in order to keep their
coat and skin healthy, and it is
important to provide regular grooming
for your cat.
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Grooming is an important part of keeping
your cat healthy and happy. Regular
grooming helps to keep their coat and skin
in good condition, as well as helping to
reduce the amount of shedding that can
occur. It also helps to remove any dirt or
debris from their fur, which can cause
irritation or infection if left unchecked. 

When it comes to grooming your cat, there
are a few different methods you can use
depending on the type of coat they have.
For cats with short coats, brushing them
regularly with a soft brush will help keep
their fur clean and free from tangles.
Long-haired cats may need more frequent
brushing sessions in order to prevent
matting and knots from forming in their fur.

In addition to regular brushing sessions,
you should also provide occasional baths
for your cat using specially formulated
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shampoos designed specifically for cats.
This will help keep their skin clean and
free from parasites such as fleas or ticks.
You should also trim your cat's nails
regularly so that they don't become too
long or sharp. 

Finally, providing regular dental care is
essential for maintaining good oral health
in cats. Brushing your cat's teeth at least
once per week with a toothbrush designed
specifically for pets will help reduce plaque
buildup and prevent gum disease.

#12.      Understand Cat Breeds:
Different cat breeds have different
needs and personalities, so it is
important to understand the breed of
your cat in order to provide them with
the best care.

When it comes to cats, there is no
one-size-fits-all approach. Different breeds
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have different needs and personalities, so
understanding the breed of your cat is
essential for providing them with the best
care possible. For example, some breeds
are more active than others and require
more exercise or playtime; while other
breeds may be more laid back and content
with a few hours of lounging around each
day. 

It's also important to understand how
different cat breeds interact with humans.
Some cats may be very social and enjoy
being petted or cuddled; while others may
prefer their own space and not want too
much attention from people. Knowing this
can help you create an environment that
meets your cat's individual needs. 

Finally, it's important to research any
health issues associated with specific cat
breeds before bringing one home. While
all cats need regular veterinary checkups
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regardless of breed, certain conditions
such as heart disease or kidney problems
are common in certain types of catsâ€”so
knowing what to look out for can help
ensure your pet stays healthy throughout
its life.

#13.      Provide Playtime: Playtime is
important for cats in order to keep them
active and engaged, and it is important
to provide them with toys and activities
that will keep them entertained.

Providing playtime for your cat is essential
to their overall health and wellbeing. Not
only does it keep them active, but it also
helps to stimulate their minds and provide
mental stimulation. Toys such as
scratching posts, interactive toys, laser
pointers, feather wands, and balls are all
great ways to engage your cat in playtime
activities. 

Page 25/39

https://books.kim/_coho_ref.php?ref=mpdf-v20230419-toplogo&url=https://books.kim


When playing with your cat make sure you
use a variety of toys so they don't get
bored. You can also rotate the toys every
few days or weeks so that they always
have something new to explore.
Additionally, try different types of games
like hide-and-seek or chasing a ball
around the house â€“ cats love these
kinds of activities! 

It's important to remember that cats need
both physical and mental stimulation
during playtime. So be sure to give them
plenty of opportunities for exploration and
discovery while providing lots of positive
reinforcement when they do something
right.

#14.      Understand Cat Illnesses: Cats
can be prone to certain illnesses, so it
is important to understand the signs
and symptoms of common cat illnesses
in order to provide your cat with the
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best care.

Common cat illnesses can range from
minor issues such as a cold or an upset
stomach to more serious conditions like
cancer and heart disease. Knowing the
signs of these illnesses is essential for
providing your cat with the best care
possible. For example, if you notice that
your cat has been sneezing or coughing, it
could be a sign of a respiratory infection. If
your cat is vomiting frequently, this could
indicate an intestinal problem or even
kidney failure. Other common symptoms
include loss of appetite, lethargy, weight
loss, and changes in behavior.

It's important to take any changes in your
cat's health seriously and seek veterinary
advice if necessary. Your vet will be able
to diagnose any underlying medical
condition and provide treatment options
accordingly. Regular check-ups are also
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recommended so that potential problems
can be identified early on before they
become more serious. 

By understanding the signs and symptoms
of common cat illnesses, you can ensure
that your pet receives the best care
possible throughout their lifetime.

#15.      Provide Mental Stimulation:
Mental stimulation is important for cats
in order to keep them healthy and
happy, so it is important to provide
them with toys and activities that will
keep them engaged.

Mental stimulation is an important part of
keeping cats healthy and happy. Providing
them with toys and activities that will keep
their minds engaged can help to prevent
boredom, which can lead to destructive
behaviors such as scratching furniture or
excessive meowing. Toys like puzzle
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feeders, interactive laser pointers, feather
wands, and catnip-filled balls are all great
ways to provide mental stimulation for your
cat. 

You should also make sure that you spend
time playing with your cat every day. This
not only provides physical exercise but
also helps to strengthen the bond between
you and your pet. Playing games like fetch
or hide-and-seek can be a fun way for both
of you to get some quality time together
while providing mental stimulation at the
same time. 

In addition to providing toys and spending
time playing with your cat, it's important to
give them plenty of opportunities for
exploration in order to stimulate their
curiosity. Allowing access outdoors (if
safe) or setting up a window perch so they
can watch birds outside are great ways for
cats to explore their environment without
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leaving home.

#16.      Understand Cat Care Costs:
Caring for a cat can be expensive, so it
is important to understand the costs
associated with cat care in order to
budget accordingly.

Caring for a cat can be expensive, so it is
important to understand the costs
associated with cat care in order to budget
accordingly. The most obvious cost of
owning a cat is food and litter, but there
are other expenses that should also be
taken into account. Veterinary bills can
add up quickly if your pet needs regular
check-ups or medical treatment.
Additionally, cats need toys and scratching
posts to keep them entertained and
healthy. Finally, you may want to consider
investing in pet insurance as an extra layer
of protection against unexpected
veterinary bills. 
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Its important to research different types of
food available for cats before making a
purchase decision. Some foods are more
nutritious than others and some brands
may contain ingredients that could cause
allergies or digestive issues in your pet.
Youll also need to factor in the cost of litter
when creating your budget; clumping litters
tend to be more expensive than
non-clumping varieties. 

When considering veterinary care for your
cat, look into preventive services such as
vaccinations and parasite control
treatments which will help protect their
health over time. If you plan on taking trips
with your feline friend, make sure they
have all necessary paperwork including
rabies certificates from their vet before
traveling. 

Finally, dont forget about the little things
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like grooming supplies (brushes/combs),
nail trimmers, flea/tick preventatives etc.,
which can add up over time but are
essential for keeping your kitty looking
good and feeling great!

#17.      Understand Cat Safety: Cats
can be prone to certain safety hazards,
so it is important to understand the
risks and take steps to ensure your
cat's safety.

Cats are curious creatures, and they can
often get themselves into dangerous
situations. It is important to understand the
risks that cats face in order to keep them
safe. Common safety hazards for cats
include: 

1. Outdoor Hazards â€“ Cats should be
kept indoors or supervised when outdoors
as there are many potential dangers such
as cars, predators, poisons, and other
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animals. 

2. Household Hazards â€“ Many common
household items can pose a risk to cats
including electrical cords, cleaning
products, medications, plants and more. 

3. Stress-Related Health Issues â€“ Cats
can become stressed from changes in
their environment or routine which can
lead to health issues such as urinary tract
infections or digestive problems. 

 By understanding these risks and taking
steps to ensure your cat's safety you will
help keep them healthy and happy for
years to come!</P

#18.      Understand Cat Laws: Different
areas have different laws regarding
cats, so it is important to understand
the laws in your area in order to ensure
that you are in compliance.
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Cats are beloved pets, but they can also
be a source of conflict between neighbors.
To ensure that you and your cat remain in
good standing with the law, it is important
to understand the laws regarding cats in
your area. Different areas have different
regulations when it comes to cats, so
make sure you know what applies where
you live. 

In some places, there may be restrictions
on how many cats one person can own or
keep at their residence. There may also be
leash laws for cats if they are allowed
outside unsupervised. Additionally, some
cities require all pet owners to register
their animals with the local government
and obtain a license for them. 

It is also important to remember that even
if an animal is considered "domestic" by
law, this does not mean that it cannot
cause harm or damage property. If your
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cat causes any kind of trouble or damages
someone else's property while off-leash or
unsupervised outdoors, then you could
face legal consequences as well as
financial ones. 

By understanding the laws regarding cats
in your area and taking steps to comply
with them, you can help ensure that both
yourself and your feline friend stay out of
trouble!</p

#19.      Provide Socialization:
Socialization is important for cats in
order to ensure that they are
comfortable around people and other
animals, so it is important to provide
them with opportunities to socialize.

Providing socialization for cats is an
important part of their overall care.
Socializing cats helps them to become
comfortable around people and other
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animals, which can help reduce stress
levels and make them more content in
their environment. It also helps to prevent
behavioral issues such as aggression or
fearfulness that can arise from lack of
socialization. 

There are a few ways you can provide
your cat with opportunities for
socialization. One way is by introducing
them to new people gradually, allowing the
cat time to get used to each person before
moving on to the next one. You should
also introduce your cat slowly and carefully
into situations where they will be exposed
to other animals, such as taking them on
walks or bringing another pet into the
home. 

It's also important that you give your cat
plenty of attention and affection so they
feel secure in their environment. Spend
quality time playing with your cat every
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day, providing toys and scratching posts
for stimulation, and offering treats when
appropriate. This will help create positive
associations between humans and cats
while reinforcing good behavior.

#20.      Understand Cat Aging: Cats age
differently than humans, so it is
important to understand the signs of
aging in cats in order to provide them
with the best care.

Cats age differently than humans, and it is
important to understand the signs of aging
in cats in order to provide them with the
best care. As cats get older, they may
experience changes in their behavior,
physical appearance, and overall health. It
is important for cat owners to be aware of
these changes so that they can adjust their
care accordingly. 

One way to tell if a cat is getting older is by
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looking at its coat. Older cats often have
duller coats due to decreased oil
production from the sebaceous glands.
Additionally, as cats age their fur may
become thinner or more sparse due to hair
loss caused by hormonal imbalances or
other medical conditions. Cat owners
should also look out for any lumps or
bumps on their pet's skin which could
indicate an underlying medical condition. 

Changes in behavior are another sign of
aging in cats. Older cats tend to sleep
more during the day and become less
active than when they were younger. They
may also start avoiding social interaction
with people or other animals and prefer
spending time alone instead. 

Finally, it is important for cat owners to pay
attention to any changes in appetite or
weight gain/loss as this can be indicative
of an underlying medical condition such as
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diabetes or kidney disease which require
immediate veterinary attention. Regular
visits with a veterinarian will help ensure
that your pet stays healthy throughout its
life.

Thank you for reading!

If you enjoyed this abstract, please share it
with your friends.

Page 39/39

https://books.kim/_coho_ref.php?ref=mpdf-v20230419-toplogo&url=https://books.kim
https://books.kim/_coho_ref.php?ref=mpdf230419sig-b605&url=https://books.kim

